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Disqualifications: Toy Breeds
Biewer Terrier
Blue eye(s); Brown or liver pigmentation of the eye rims, nose, lips and pads.
Any other color or combination of colors other than those that are listed.
Brussels Griffon
Dudley or butterfly nose.
Bite overshot.
Hanging tongue.
White spot or blaze anywhere on coat.
Chihuahua
Any dog over 6 pounds in weight.
Broken down or cropped ears.
Docked tail, bobtail.
In Long Coats, too thin coat that resembles bareness.
Havanese
Height at withers under 8½ or over 11½ inches except that the minimum height
range shall not apply to dogs or bitches under twelve months of age.
Incomplete or total lack of pigmentation of the eye rims.
Incomplete or total lack of pigmentation of the nose or lips.
Any color pigmentation other than black or brown on the eye rims, nose or lips.
A coarse, wiry coat.
A short, smooth coat with or without furnishings.
Italian Greyhound
A dog with brindle markings.
A dog with the tan markings normally found on black-and-tan dogs of other
breeds.
Japanese Chin
Any color not listed.
Manchester Terrier
Standard Variety - Weight over 22 pounds.
Toy Variety – Cropped or button ears.
Both Varieties – White on any part of the coat whenever the white forms a patch
or stripe measuring as much as one half inch at its longest dimension.
Any color other than black and tan.
Miniature Pinscher
Under 10 inches or over 12½ inches in height.
Any color other than listed. Thumb mark (patch of black hair surrounded by rust
on the front of the foreleg between the foot and the wrist; on chocolates, the
patch is chocolate hair).
White on any part of dog which exceeds one-half (½) inch in its longest
dimension.
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Papillon
Height over 12 inches.
An all white dog or a dog with no white.
Pekingese
Weight over 14 pounds.
Pomeranian
Eye(s) light blue, blue marbled, blue flecked.
Poodle
Size - A dog over or under the height limits specified shall be disqualified.
Clip - A dog in any type of clip other than those listed under coat shall be
disqualified.
Parti-colors - The coat of a parti-colored dog is not an even solid color at the
skin but of two or more colors. Parti-colored dogs shall be disqualified.
Pug
Any color other than fawn or black.
Russian Toy
Height at withers over 12 inches or under 7 inches.
Weight less than 2 pounds.
Hanging (completely down) ears.
Overshot, undershot.
Absence of one canine.
Long coat dogs: absence of any fringes on ears and presence of curly hair. (Dogs
younger than 18 months may have sparse or few fringes).
Presence of brindle markings.
Toy Fox Terrier
Any dog under 8.5 inches or over 11.5 inches.
Ears not erect on any dog over six months of age.
Dudley nose.
Undershot, wry mouth, overshot more than 1/8 inch.
A blaze extending into the eye or ears.
Any color combination not stated above.
Any dog whose head is more than fifty percent white.
Any dog whose body is not more than fifty percent white.
Any dog whose head and body spots are of different colors.
Yorkshire Terrier
Any solid color or combination of colors other than blue and tan as described
above.
Any white markings other than a small white spot on the forechest that does not
exceed 1 inch at its longest dimension.
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Official Standard of the Affenpinscher
General Appearance: The Affenpinscher is a balanced, wiry-haired terrier-like toy dog whose
intelligence and demeanor make it a good house pet. Originating in Germany, the name
Affenpinscher means "monkey-like terrier." The breed was developed to rid the kitchens,
granaries, and stables of rodents. In France the breed is described as the "Diablotin Moustachu"
or moustached little devil. Both describe the appearance and attitude of this delightful breed. The
total overall appearance of the Affenpinscher is more important than any individual
characteristic. He is described as having a neat but shaggy appearance.
Size, Proportion, Substance: A sturdy, compact dog with medium bone, not delicate in any
way. Preferred height at the withers is 9½ to 11½ inches. Withers height is approximately the
same as the length of the body from the point of the shoulder to point of the buttocks, giving a
square appearance. The female may be slightly longer.
Head: The head is in proportion to the body, carried confidently with monkey-like facial
expression. Eyes - Round, dark, brilliant, and of medium size in proportion to the head but not
bulging or protruding. Eye rims are black. Ears - Cropped to a point, set high and standing erect;
or natural, standing erect, semi-erect or dropped. All of the above types of ears, if symmetrical,
are acceptable as long as the monkey-like expression is maintained. Skull - Round and domed,
but not coarse. Stop -Well-defined. Muzzle - Short and narrowing slightly to a blunt nose. The
length of the muzzle is approximately the same as the distance between the eyes. Nose - Black,
turned neither up nor down. Lips - Black, with prominent lower lip. Bite - Slightly undershot. A
level bite is acceptable if the monkey-like expression is maintained. An overshot bite is to be
severely penalized. A wry mouth is a serious fault. The teeth and tongue do not show when the
mouth is closed. The lower jaw is broad enough for the lower teeth to be straight and even.
Neck, Topline, Body: Neck - Short and straight. Topline straight and level. Body - The chest is
moderately broad and deep; ribs are moderately sprung. Tuckup is slight. The back is short and
level with a strong loin. The croup has just a perceptible curve. Tail may be docked or natural. A
docked tail is generally between 1 and 2 inches long, set high and carried erect. The natural tail is
set high and carried curved gently up over the back while moving. The type of tail is not a major
consideration.
Forequarters: Front angulation is moderate. Shoulders - with moderate layback. The length of
the shoulder blade and the upper arm are about equal. Elbows - close to the body. Front legs
straight when viewed from any direction. Pasterns short and straight. Dewclaws generally
removed. Feet small, round, and compact with black pads and nails.
Hindquarters: Rear angulation is moderate to match the front. Hindlegs straight when viewed
from behind. From the side, hindlegs are set under the body to maintain a square appearance.
The length of the upper thigh and the second thigh are about equal with moderate bend to the
stifle. Hocks - Moderately angulated.
Coat: Dense hair, rough, harsh, and about 1 inch in length on the shoulders and body. May be
shorter on the rear and tail. Head, neck, chest, stomach and legs have longer, less harsh coat. The
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mature Affenpinscher has a mane or cape of strong hair which blends into the back coat at the
withers area. The longer hair on the head, eyebrows and beard stands off and frames the face to
emphasize the monkey-like expression. Hair on the ears is cut very short. A correct coat needs
little grooming to blend the various lengths of hair to maintain a neat but shaggy appearance.
Color: Black, gray, silver, red, black and tan, or belge are all acceptable. Blacks may have a
rusty cast or a few white or silver hairs mixed with the black. Reds may vary from a brownish
red to an orangey tan. Belge has black, brown, and/or white hairs mixed with the red. With
various colors, the furnishings may be a bit lighter. Some dogs may have black masks. A small
white spot on the chest is not penalized, but large white patches are undesirable. Color is not a
major consideration.
Gait: Light, free, sound, balanced, confident, the Affenpinscher carries itself with comic
seriousness. Viewed from the front or rear, while walking the legs move parallel to each other.
Trotting, the feet will converge toward a midline as speed increases. Unsound gait is to be
heavily penalized.
Temperament: General demeanor is game, alert, and inquisitive with great loyalty and affection
toward its master and friends. The breed is generally quiet, but can become vehemently excited
when threatened or attacked, and is fearless toward any aggressor.
Approved June 12, 2000
Effective July 27, 2000
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Official Standard of the Biewer Terrier
General Appearance - The Biewer Terrier is an elegant, longhaired, uniquely colored toy terrier
with a breed signature ponytail. The coat parts down the middle, hanging straight and evenly on
both sides of the body as though a comb has been used to part it. The back is level, with height
at withers being equal to height at the croup. Although the outline of the dog gives the
appearance of a square, the body length is slightly longer than the overall height. The tail is set
high and carried well arched over the body, covered with a long luxurious plume. The Biewer
Terrier has a lighthearted whimsical, childlike attitude. Although mischievous at times, they are
obedient and make a loyal companion.
Size, Proportion, Substance— Size - Height at the withers is the same as the height at the
croup, measuring 7 to 11 inches, with weight being 4 to 8 pounds. Proportion - Length of body
from prosternum to ischium is longer than over all height, making the dog off square although
square is acceptable. Substance - Body is fine to medium boned with a level top line. Serious
fault - Over 8 pounds.
Head – Expression - Is more human than that of a dog, being bright and intelligent. Eyes - Are
medium sized and may be round or almond shaped with a crisp, clear countenance. Iris – as dark
as possible. Ears - Are small, upright, V shaped, moderately wide set and covered with hair
except the tips being shaved. They are set to the back of the skull and the base is level with the
eyes. Skull - Slightly rounded. Stop - Moderate. Muzzle - One-third the length of the head.
Eye rims, Nose, and Lips - Completely black. Bite - Level or scissor bite. Teeth - Straight and
even. Serious fault - Incomplete pigment on the eye rims, nose, and lip; ears not standing erect.
Disqualifications - Blue eye(s); Brown or liver pigmentation of the eye rims, nose, and lips.
Neck, Topline and Body – Neck - Moderate in length, free from throatiness. Topline - Level.
Body - length is slightly longer than the overall height although square is acceptable. Chest Comes to the elbows with a good width. Ribs- Moderately sprung. Underline - Slightly tucked
up. Back - Level topline. Loin - Well developed and strong. Tail - Set high when in movement
carried well arched over the body in a graceful sickle curve, covered with a long luxurious
plume. Plume lies to either side of the body. Length of tailbone must go to the stifles or longer.
When reposed, the tail may be relaxed. A kink in the tail is not to be faulted. Serious faults Roach or rounded back; high in the front or rear.
Forequarters - Forelegs should be straight, elbows neither in nor out. Angulation - Moderate.
Shoulders are nicely laid back to allow for good reach and freedom of movement. Elbows - Set
close to the body. Legs - Straight when viewed from the front are muscular and covered with
hair. Pasterns - Up and straight. Dewclaws - May be removed but not required. Feet - Round.
Toes - Well arched covered with hair which may be trimmed not to impede movement or
trimmed to show the shape of the foot. Pads - Black and/or flesh. Nails - Black and/or white.
Disqualification - Brown or liver pigmentation of the pads.
Hindquarters - In balance with the forequarters. Angulation - Rear to match front. Legs - Hind
legs are straight when viewed from behind, muscular and covered with hair. Stifle - Slightly
bent when viewed from the side. Hocks - Straight when viewed from behind, pointing neither in
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nor out. Dewclaws - May be removed but not required. Feet - Round. Toes - Well arched
covered with hair which may be trimmed not to impede movement or trimmed to show the shape
of the foot. Pads - Black and/or flesh. Nails - Black and/or white. Disqualification - Brown or
liver pigmentation of the pads.
Coat - Long and flowing with a soft silky texture. Hair is straight without an undercoat, hanging
close to the ground if not touching. Coat maybe trimmed to floor length for ease of movement.
Head fall is tied up into a single ponytail on top of the head, hanging loose. Puppy ponytails
may be placed a little lower on the head as to gather the short hairs. A bow is used for
adornment; no topknots or rollovers. Feet are trimmed for a neat, clean appearance. Trim around
anus. Head falls that display topknots or roll overs common to other breeds shall be so severely
penalized as to be eliminated from competition.
Color - The Biewer Terrier is a uniquely colored toy terrier. Head Coloring - Blue/Black,
Gold/Tan and White in good symmetry. Any combination of the following two colors,
(Blue/Black and Gold/ Tan); (Gold/Tan and White) in good symmetry is acceptable. Body
Coloring - Hair on back is blue/black and white. Amounts of each color are of personal
preference with no dominating patterns. No amount of tan hair may be found on the back, belly,
chest, legs or feet. A small amount of tan hair may be found around the anus. Chest, Stomach,
Legs and Tip of the Tail - White. The white from the chest should come up the neck to cover the
chin. Legs are to be white from the elbows and stifles to the feet. Disqualification – any other
color or combination of colors other than those that are listed.
Gait - The Biewer Terrier moves with confidence and pride. Movement should be graceful,
smooth and straightforward without being stilted or hackneyed. When viewed from the side the
top line remains level, he gives an impression of rapid movement, size considered. Hind legs
should track in line with the front legs, going neither inside nor outside. Tail must be up when in
movement. Serious Fault - Hackneyed gait in adults.
Temperament - Intelligent, loyal and very devoted to their human family. They have a fun
loving, childlike attitude that makes them a great companion for all ages. They quickly make
friends with animals of any origin.
The foregoing description is of the ideal Biewer Terrier. Any deviation from the above
described dog must be penalized to the extent of the deviation.
Serious Faults - Over 8 pounds; Incomplete pigment on the eye rims, nose, and lips; ears not
standing erect; Roach or rounded back; high in front or rear; Hackneyed gait in adults.
Eliminating Faults - Head falls that display topknots or roll overs common to other breeds.
Disqualifications Blue eye(s); Brown or liver pigmentation of the eye rims, nose, lips and pads.
Any other color or combination of colors other than those that are listed.
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Effective July 3, 2019
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Official Standard of the Brussels Griffon
General Appearance: A toy dog, intelligent, alert, sturdy, with a thickset, short body, a smart
carriage and set-up, attracting attention by an almost human expression. There are two distinct
types of coat: rough or smooth. Except for coat, there is no difference between the two.
Size, Proportion, Substance: Size - Weight usually 8 to 10 pounds, and should not exceed 12
pounds. Type and quality are of greater importance than weight, and a smaller dog that is sturdy
and well proportioned should not be penalized. Proportion - Square, as measured from point of
shoulder to rearmost projection of upper thigh and from withers to ground. Substance - Thickset,
compact with good balance. Well boned.
Head: A very important feature. An almost human expression. Eyes set well apart, very large,
black, prominent, and well open. The eyelashes long and black. Eyelids edged with
black. Ears small and set rather high on the head. May be shown cropped or natural. If natural
they are carried semi-erect. Skull large and round, with a domed forehead. The stop
deep. Nose very black, extremely short, its tip being set back deeply between the eyes so as to
form a lay-back. The nostrils large. Disqualifications - Dudley or butterfly nose. Lips edged with
black, not pendulous but well brought together, giving a clean finish to the mouth. Jaws must be
undershot. The incisors of the lower jaw should protrude over the upper incisors. The lower jaw
is prominent, rather broad with an upward sweep. Neither teeth nor tongue should show when
the mouth is closed. A wry mouth is a serious fault. Disqualifications - Bite overshot. Hanging
tongue.
Neck, Topline, Body: Neck medium length, gracefully arched. Topline - Back level and
short. Body - A thickset, short body. Brisket should be broad and deep, ribs well sprung. Shortcoupled. Tail - set and held high, docked to about one-third.
Forequarters: Forelegs medium length, straight in bone, well muscled, set moderately wide
apart and straight from the point of the shoulders as viewed from the front. Pasterns short and
strong. Feet round, small, and compact, turned neither in nor out. Toes well arched. Black pads
and toenails preferred.
Hindquarters: Hind legs set true, thighs strong and well muscled, stifles bent, hocks well let
down, turning neither in nor out.
Coat: The rough coat is wiry and dense, the harder and more wiry the better. On no account
should the dog look or feel woolly, and there should be no silky hair anywhere. The coat should
not be so long as to give a shaggy appearance, but should be distinctly different all over from the
smooth coat. The head should be covered with wiry hair, slightly longer around the eyes, nose,
cheeks, and chin, thus forming a fringe. The rough coat is hand-stripped and should never appear
unkempt. Body coat of sufficient length to determine texture. The coat may be tidied for neatness
of appearance, but coats prepared with scissors and/or clippers should be severely penalized.
The smooth coat is straight, short, tight and glossy, with no trace of wiry hair.
Color: Either 1) Red: reddish brown with a little black at the whiskers and chin allowable;
2) Belge: black and reddish brown mixed, usually with black mask and whiskers; 3) Black and
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Tan: black with uniform reddish brown markings, appearing under the chin, on the legs, above
each eye, around the edges of the ears and around the vent; or 4) Black: solid black.
Any white hairs are a serious fault, except for "frost" on the muzzle of a mature dog, which is
natural. Disqualification - White spot or blaze anywhere on coat.
Gait: Movement is a straightforward, purposeful trot, showing moderate reach and drive, and
maintaining a steady topline.
Temperament: Intelligent, alert and sensitive. Full of self-importance.
Scale of Points
Head
Skull
Nose and stop
Eyes
Bite, chin and jaw
Ears
Coat
Color
Texture
Body and General Conformation
Body (brisket and rib)
Gait
Legs and feet
General appearance (neck,
topline and tail carriage)
Total

5
10
5
10
5

35

12
13

25

15
10
5
10

40
100

Disqualifications: Dudley or butterfly nose. Bite overshot. Hanging tongue. White spot or blaze
anywhere on coat.
Approved September 11, 1990
Effective October 30, 1990

11 of 53

Official Standard of the Cavalier King Charles Spaniel
General Appearance: The Cavalier King Charles Spaniel is an active, graceful, well-balanced
toy spaniel, very gay and free in action; fearless and sporting in character, yet at the same time
gentle and affectionate. It is this typical gay temperament, combined with true elegance and royal
appearance which are of paramount importance in the breed. Natural appearance with no
trimming, sculpting or artificial alteration is essential to breed type.
Size, Proportion, Substance: Size - Height 12 to 13 inches at the withers; weight proportionate
to height, between 13 and 18 pounds. A small, well balanced dog within these weights is
desirable, but these are ideal heights and weights and slight variations are
permissible. Proportion - The body approaches squareness, yet if measured from point of
shoulder to point of buttock, is slightly longer than the height at the withers. The height from the
withers to the elbow is approximately equal to the height from the elbow to the
ground. Substance - Bone moderate in proportion to size. Weedy and coarse specimens are to be
equally penalized.
Head: Proportionate to size of dog, appearing neither too large nor too small for the
body. Expression - The sweet, gentle, melting expression is an important breed
characteristic. Eyes - Large, round, but not prominent and set well apart; color a warm, very dark
brown; giving a lustrous, limpid look. Rims dark. There should be cushioning under the eyes
which contributes to the soft expression. Faults - small, almond-shaped, prominent, or light eyes;
white surrounding ring. Ears - Set high, but not close, on top of the head. Leather long with
plenty of feathering and wide enough so that when the dog is alert, the ears fan slightly forward
to frame the face. Skull - Slightly rounded, but without dome or peak; it should appear flat
because of the high placement of the ears. Stop is moderate, neither filled nor deep. Muzzle - Full
muzzle slightly tapered. Length from base of stop to tip of nose about 1½ inches. Face well filled
below eyes. Any tendency towards snipiness undesirable. Nose pigment uniformly black without
flesh marks and nostrils well developed. Lips well developed but not pendulous giving a clean
finish. Faults - Sharp or pointed muzzles. Bite - A perfect, regular and complete scissors bite is
preferred, i.e. the upper teeth closely overlapping the lower teeth and set square into the jaws.
Faults - undershot bite, weak or crooked teeth, crooked jaws.
Neck, Topline, Body: Neck - Fairly long, without throatiness, well enough muscled to form a
slight arch at the crest. Set smoothly into nicely sloping shoulders to give an elegant
look. Topline - Level both when moving and standing. Body - Short-coupled with ribs well
sprung but not barrelled. Chest moderately deep, extending to elbows allowing ample heart
room. Slightly less body at the flank than at the last rib, but with no tucked-up appearance. Tail Well set on, carried happily but never much above the level of the back, and in constant
characteristic motion when the dog is in action. Docking is optional. If docked, no more than one
third to be removed.
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Forequarters: Shoulders well laid back. Forelegs straight and well under the dog with elbows
close to the sides. Pasterns strong and feet compact with well-cushioned pads. Dewclaws may be
removed.
Hindquarters: The hindquarters construction should come down from a good broad pelvis,
moderately muscled; stifles well turned and hocks well let down. The hindlegs when viewed
from the rear should parallel each other from hock to heel. Faults - Cow or sickle hocks.
Coat: Of moderate length, silky, free from curl. Slight wave permissible. Feathering on ears,
chest, legs and tail should be long, and the feathering on the feet is a feature of the breed. No
trimming of the dog is permitted. Specimens where the coat has been altered by trimming,
clipping, or by artificial means shall be so severely penalized as to be effectively eliminated from
competition. Hair growing between the pads on the underside of the feet may be trimmed.
Color: Blenheim - Rich chestnut markings well broken up on a clear, pearly white ground. The
ears must be chestnut and the color evenly spaced on the head and surrounding both eyes, with a
white blaze between the eyes and ears, in the center of which may be the lozenge or "Blenheim
spot." The lozenge is a unique and desirable, though not essential, characteristic of the
Blenheim. Tricolor - Jet black markings well broken up on a clear, pearly white ground. The ears
must be black and the color evenly spaced on the head and surrounding both eyes, with a white
blaze between the eyes. Rich tan markings over the eyes, on cheeks, inside ears and on underside
of tail. Ruby - Whole-colored rich red. Black and Tan - Jet black with rich, bright tan markings
over eyes, on cheeks, inside ears, on chest, legs, and on underside of tail. Faults - Heavy ticking
on Blenheims or Tricolors, white marks on Rubies or Black and Tans.
Gait: Free moving and elegant in action, with good reach in front and sound, driving rear action.
When viewed from the side, the movement exhibits a good length of stride, and viewed from
front and rear it is straight and true, resulting from straight-boned fronts and properly made and
muscled hindquarters.
Temperament: Gay, friendly, non-aggressive with no tendency towards nervousness or
shyness. Bad temper, shyness, and meanness are not to be tolerated and are to be severely
penalized as to effectively remove the specimen from competition.
Approved Date: January 10, 1995
Effective Date: April 30, 1995
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Official Standard of the Chihuahua
General Appearance: A graceful, alert, swift-moving compact little dog with saucy expression,
and with terrier-like qualities of temperament.
Size, Proportion, Substance: Weight - A well balanced little dog not to exceed 6
pounds. Proportion - The body is off-square; hence, slightly longer when measured from point
of shoulder to point of buttocks than height at the withers. Somewhat shorter bodies are preferred
in males. Disqualification - Any dog over 6 pounds in weight.
Head: A well rounded "apple dome" skull, with or without molera. Expression - Saucy. Eyes Full, round, but not protruding, balanced, set well apart-luminous dark or luminous ruby. Light
eyes in blond or white-colored dogs permissible. Blue eyes or a difference in the color of the iris
in the two eyes, or two different colors within one iris should be considered a serious
fault. Ears - Large, erect type ears, held more upright when alert, but flaring to the sides at a 45
degree angle when in repose, giving breadth between the ears. Stop - Well defined. When viewed
in profile, it forms a near 90 degree angle where muzzle joins skull. Muzzle - Moderately short,
slightly pointed. Cheeks and jaws lean. Nose - Self-colored in blond types, or black. In moles,
blues, and chocolates, they are self-colored. In blond types, pink noses permissible. Bite - Level
or scissors. Overshot or undershot, or any distortion of the bite or jaw, should be penalized as a
serious fault. A missing tooth or two is permissible. Disqualifications - Broken down or cropped
ears.
Neck, Topline, Body: Neck - Slightly arched, gracefully sloping into lean shoulders. ToplineLevel. Body - Ribs rounded and well sprung (but not too much "barrel-shaped"). Tail Moderately long, carried sickle either up or out, or in a loop over the back with tip just touching
the back. (Never tucked between legs.) Disqualifications - Docked tail, bobtail.
Forequarters: Shoulders - Lean, sloping into a slightly broadening support above straight
forelegs that set well under, giving free movement at the elbows. Shoulders should be well up,
giving balance and soundness, sloping into a level back (never down or low). This gives a well
developed chest and strength of forequarters. Feet - A small, dainty foot with toes well split up
but not spread, pads cushioned. (Neither the hare nor the cat foot.) Dewclaws may be
removed. Pasterns - Strong.
Hindquarters: Muscular, with hocks well apart, neither out nor in, well let down, firm and
sturdy. Angulation - Should equal that of forequarters. The feet are as in front. Dewclaws may be
removed.
Coat: In the Smooth Coats, the coat should be of soft texture, close and glossy. (Heavier coats
with undercoats permissible.) Coat placed well over body with ruff on neck preferred, and more
scanty on head and ears. Hair on tail preferred furry. In Long Coats, the coat should be of a soft
texture, either flat or slightly wavy, with undercoat preferred. Ears - Fringed. Tail - Full and long
(as a plume). Feathering on feet and legs, pants on hind legs and large ruff on the neck desired
and preferred. (The Chihuahua should be groomed only to create a neat
appearance.) Disqualification - In Long Coats, too thin coat that resembles bareness.
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Color: Any color - Solid, marked or splashed.
Gait: The Chihuahua should move swiftly with a firm, sturdy action, with good reach in front
equal to the drive from the rear. From the rear, the hocks remain parallel to each other, and the
foot fall of the rear legs follows directly behind that of the forelegs. The legs, both front and rear,
will tend to converge slightly toward a central line of gravity as speed increases. The side view
shows good, strong drive in the rear and plenty of reach in the front, with head carried high. The
topline should remain firm and the backline level as the dog moves.
Temperament: Alert, projecting the 'terrier-like' attitudes of self importance, confidence, selfreliance.
Disqualifications: Any dog over 6 pounds in weight. Broken down or cropped ears. Docked tail,
bobtail. In Long Coats, too thin coat that resembles bareness.
Approved August 12, 2008
Effective October 1, 2008
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Official Standard of the Chinese Crested
General Appearance: A toy dog, fine-boned, elegant and graceful. The distinct varieties are
born in the same litter. The Hairless with hair only on the head, tail and feet and the Powderpuff,
completely covered with hair. The breed serves as a loving companion, playful and entertaining.
Size, Proportion, Substance: Size - Ideally 11 to 13 inches. However, dogs that are slightly
larger or smaller may be given full consideration. Proportion - rectangular-proportioned to allow
for freedom of movement. Body length from withers to base of tail is slightly longer than the
height at the withers. Substance - Fine-boned and slender but not so refined as to appear
breakable or alternatively not a robust, heavy structure.
Head: Expression - Alert and intense. Eyes - Almond-shaped, set wide apart. Dark-colored dogs
have dark-colored eyes, and lighter-colored dogs may have lighter-colored eyes. Eye rims match
the coloring of the dog. Ears - Uncropped large and erect, placed so that the base of the ear is
level with the outside corner of the eye. Skull - The skull is arched gently over the occiput from
ear to ear. Distance from occiput to stop equal to distance from stop to tip of nose. The head is
wedge-shaped viewed from above and the side. Stop - Slight but distinct. Muzzle - Cheeks taper
cleanly into the muzzle. Nose - Dark in dark-colored dogs; may be lighter in lighter-colored
dogs. Pigment is solid. Lips - Lips are clean and tight. Bite - Scissors or level in both varieties.
Missing teeth in the Powderpuff are to be faulted. The Hairless variety is not to be penalized for
absence of full dentition.
Neck, Topline, Body: Neck - Neck is lean and clean, slightly arched from the withers to the base
of the skull and carried high. Topline - Level to slightly sloping croup. Body - Brisket extends to
the elbow. Breastbone is not prominent. Ribs are well developed. The depth of the chest tapers to
a moderate tuck-up at the flanks. Light in loin. Tail - Tail is slender and tapers to a curve. It is
long enough to reach the hock. When dog is in motion, the tail is carried gaily and may be
carried slightly forward over the back. At rest the tail is down with a slight curve upward at the
end resembling a sickle. In the Hairless variety, two-thirds of the end of the tail is covered by
long, flowing feathering referred to as a plume. The Powderpuff variety's tail is completely
covered with hair.
Forequarters: Angulation - Layback of shoulders is 45 degrees to point of shoulder allowing for
good reach. Shoulders - Clean and narrow. Elbows - Close to body. Legs - Long, slender and
straight. Pasterns - Upright, fine and strong. Dewclaws may be removed. Feet - Hare foot,
narrow with elongated toes. Nails are trimmed to moderate length.
Hindquarters: Angulation - Stifle moderately angulated. From hock joint to ground
perpendicular. Dewclaws may be removed. Feet - Same as forequarters.
Coat: The Hairless variety has hair on certain portions of the body: the head (called a crest), the
tail (called a plume) and the feet from the toes to the front pasterns and rear hock joints (called
socks). The texture of all hair is soft and silky, flowing to any length. Placement of hair is not as
important as overall type. Areas that have hair usually taper off slightly. Wherever the body is
hairless, the skin is soft and smooth. Head crest begins at the stop and tapers off between the
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base of the skull and the back of the neck. Hair on the ears and face is permitted on the Hairless
and may be trimmed for neatness in both varieties. Tail plume is described under Tail. The
Powderpuff variety is completely covered with a double soft and silky coat. Close examination
reveals long thin guard hairs over the short silky undercoat. The coat is straight, of moderate
density and length. Excessively heavy, kinky or curly coat is to be penalized. Grooming is
minimal-consisting of presenting a clean and neat appearance.
Color: Any color or combination of colors.
Gait: Lively, agile and smooth without being stilted or hackneyed. Comes and goes at a trot
moving in a straight line.
Temperament: Gay and alert.
Approved June 12, 1990
Effective April 1, 1991
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Official Standard of the English Toy Spaniel
General Appearance: The English Toy Spaniel is a compact, cobby and essentially square toy
dog possessed of a short-nosed, domed head, a merry and affectionate demeanor and a silky,
flowing coat. His compact, sturdy body and charming temperament, together with his rounded
head, lustrous dark eye, and well cushioned face, proclaim him a dog of distinction and
character. The important characteristics of the breed are exemplified by the head.
Size, Proportion, Substance: Size - The most desirable weight of an adult is eight to fourteen
pounds. General symmetry and substance are more important than the actual weight; however,
all other things being equal, the smaller sized dog is to be preferred. Proportion - Compact and
essentially square in shape, built on cobby lines. Substance - Sturdy of frame, solidly
constructed.
Head: Head large in comparison to size, with a plush, chubby look, albeit with a degree of
refinement which prevents it from being coarse. Expression - Soft and appealing, indicating an
intelligent nature. Eyes - Large and very dark brown or black, set squarely on line with the nose,
with little or no white showing. The eye rims should be black. Ears - Very long and set low and
close to the head, fringed with heavy feathering. Skull - High and well domed; from the side,
curves as far out over the eyes as possible. Stop - Deep and well-defined. Muzzle - Very short,
with the nose well laid back and with well developed cushioning under the eyes. Jaw - Square,
broad, and deep, and well turned up, with lips properly meeting to give a finished
appearance. Nose - Large and jet black in color, with large, wide open nostrils. Bite - Slightly
undershot; teeth not to show. A wry mouth should be penalized; a hanging tongue is extremely
objectionable.
Neck, Topline, Body: Neck - Moderate in length; nicely arched. Topline - Level. Body - Short,
compact, square and deep, on cobby lines, with a broad back. Sturdy of frame, with good rib and
deep brisket.
Tail: The tail is docked to two to four inches in length and carried at or just slightly above the
level of the back. The set of the tail is at the back's level. Many are born with a shorter or screw
tail which is acceptable. The feather on the tail should be silky and from three to four inches in
length, constituting a marked "flag" of a square shape. The tail and its carriage is an index of the
breed's attitude and character.
Forequarters: Shoulders well laid back; legs well boned and strong, dropping straight down
from the elbow; strong in pastern. Feet, front and rear, are neat and compact; fused toes are often
seen and are acceptable.
Hindquarters: Rear legs are well muscled and nicely angulated to indicate strength, and parallel
of hock.
Coat: Profusely coated, heavy fringing on the ears, body, and on the chest, and with flowing
feathering on both the front and hind legs, and feathering on the feet. The coat is straight or only
slightly wavy, with a silken, glossy texture. Although the Blenheim and the Ruby rarely gain the
length of coat and ears of the Prince Charles and King Charles, good coats and long ear fringes
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are a desired and prized attribute. Over-trimming of the body, feet or tail fringings should be
penalized.
Color: The Blenheim (red and white) consists of a pearly white ground with deep red or
chestnut markings evenly distributed in large patches. The ears and the cheeks are red, with a
blaze of white extending from the nose up the forehead and ending between the ears in a
crescentic curve. It is preferable that there be red markings around both eyes. The Blenheim
often carries a thumb mark or "Blenheim Spot" placed on the top and the center of the skull.
The Prince Charles (tricolor) consists of a pearly white ground, with evenly distributed black
patches, solid black ears and black face markings. It is preferable that there be black markings
around both eyes. The tan markings are of a rich color, and on the face, over the eyes, in the
lining of the ears, and under the tail.
The King Charles (black and tan) is a rich, glossy black with bright mahogany tan markings
appearing on the cheeks, lining of the ears, over the eyes, on the legs and underneath the tail. The
presence of a small white chest patch about the size of a quarter, or a few white hairs on the chest
of a King Charles Spaniel are not to be penalized; other white markings are an extremely serious
fault.
The Ruby is a self-colored, rich mahogany red. The presence of a small white chest patch about
the size of a quarter, or a few white hairs on the chest of a Ruby Spaniel are not to be penalized.
Other white markings are an extremely serious fault.
Gait: Elegant with good reach in the front, and sound, driving rear action. The gait as a whole is
free and lively, evidencing stable character and correct construction. In profile, the movement
exhibits a good length of stride, and viewed from front and rear it is straight and true, resulting
from straight-boned fronts and properly made and muscled hindquarters.
Temperament: The English Toy Spaniel is a bright and interested little dog, affectionate and
willing to please.
Approved June 13, 1989
Effective August 1, 1989
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Official Standard of the Havanese
General Appearance: The Havanese is a small, sturdy dog of immense charm. The native dog
of Cuba, he is beloved as a friendly, intelligent and playful companion. He is slightly longer than
tall, with a long, untrimmed, double coat. The Havanese has a short upper arm with moderate
shoulder layback and a straight topline that rises slightly from the withers to the croup. The
plumed tail is carried arched forward up over the back. The unique springy gait is a result of the
breed's structure and playful, spirited personality. These characteristics of temperament, coat,
structure and gait are essential to type.
Size, Proportion, and Substance: The ideal height is between 9 and 10½ inches, with an
acceptable height range from 8½ to 11½ inches. Height at withers under 8½ inches or over 11½
inches is a disqualification, except that the minimum height shall not apply to dogs or bitches
under twelve months of age. The height is slightly less than the length from the point of shoulder
to point of buttocks, creating a rectangular outline. The Havanese is moderately boned and
should never appear coarse or fragile.
Head: The expression is soft, intelligent and mischievous. Eyes are large, dark brown and
almond-shaped. Chocolate dogs may have somewhat lighter brown eyes. Eye rims are solid
black for all colors except for chocolate dogs which have solid brown eye rims. Incomplete or
total lack of pigmentation of the eye rims is a disqualification. Ears are broad at the base,
dropped, and have a distinct fold. They are set high on the skull, slightly above the endpoint of
the zygomatic arch. When alert, the ears lift at the base but always remain folded. Ear leather,
when extended, reaches halfway to the nose. The skull is broad and slightly rounded. The stop is
moderate and the planes of the head are level. The cheeks are flat. Length of muzzle is slightly
less than length of skull measured from stop to point of occiput. The muzzle is full and
rectangular with a broad nose. The nose and lips are solid black for all colors except for
chocolate dogs which have solid brown pigment. Incomplete or total lack of pigmentation of the
nose or lips is a disqualification. Any color pigmentation other than black or brown on the eye
rims, nose or lips is a disqualification. Small depigmented areas on lips due to rubbing against
canine teeth will not disqualify. A scissors bite is ideal and a full complement of incisors is
preferred.
Neck, Topline and Body: The neck is slightly arched, of moderate length, blends smoothly into
the shoulders and is in balance with the height and length of the dog. The prosternum is evident
but not prominent. The chest is deep, well developed, and reaches the elbow. The
straight topline rises slightly from the withers to the croup. Measured from point of shoulder to
point of buttocks, the body is slightly longer than the height at the withers. This length comes
from the ribcage. Ribs are well sprung. The loin is short and well muscled. There is a moderate
tuck-up. The tail is high-set and arches forward up over the back. It is plumed with long, silky
hair. The tail plume may fall straight forward or to either side of the body. While standing, a
dropped tail is permissible. The tail may not be docked.
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Forequarters: The tops of the shoulder blades lie in at the withers, allowing the neck to blend
smoothly into the back. Moderate shoulder layback is sufficient to carry the head and neck high.
The upper arm is short. Elbows are tight to the body and forelegs are straight when viewed from
any angle. The length from the foot to the elbow is equal to the length from elbow to withers.
Pasterns are short, strong and flexible, very slightly sloping. Dewclaws may be removed. The
feet have arched toes and point straight ahead. Pads and nails may be any color.
Hindquarters: The hind legs are muscular with moderate angulation. Hocks are well let down;
pasterns are parallel from hock to foot. The croup is slightly higher than the withers. Dewclaws
may be removed. The feet have arched toes and point straight ahead. Pads and nails may be any
color.
Coat: Silky to the touch, the coat is soft and light in texture in both outer and undercoat,
although the outer coat carries slightly more weight. The coat is long, abundant and wavy. It
stands off the body slightly, but flows with movement. An ideal coat will permit the natural lines
of the dog to be seen. Puppy coat may be shorter and have a softer texture than adult coat. A
single, flat, frizzy or curly coat should be faulted. A coarse, wiry coat is a disqualification. A
short, smooth coat with or without furnishings is a disqualification. The coat may be corded.
Corded coats will naturally separate into wavy sections in young dogs and will in time develop
into cords. Adult corded dogs will be completely covered with a full coat of tassel-like cords.
Color: All colors and marking patterns are permissible and are of equal merit. The skin may be
any color.
Gait: The Havanese gait is springy. The characteristic spring is the result of the short upper arm
combined with the rear drive. Front legs reach forward freely matching the moderate extension
in the rear. On the move, the pads may be visible coming or going. The head is carried high and
the slight rise in the topline holds under movement.
Temperament: The Havanese is friendly, playful, alert and intelligent with a sweet, nonquarrelsome disposition. Aggression or shyness should be faulted.
Presentation: Havanese should be shown as naturally as is consistent with good grooming. They
may be shown either brushed or corded. The coat should be clean and well conditioned. In
mature dogs, the length of the coat may cause it to fall to either side down the back but it should
not be deliberately parted. Head furnishings are long and untrimmed, and may fall forward over
the eyes or to both sides of the head; they may also be held in two small braids secured with
plain elastic bands. The braids start above the inside corner of each eye and extend at least to the
outside corner, forming the appearance of eyebrows. No other hair accessories are permitted.
Minimal trimming of the anal and genital area is permissible but should not be noticeable on
presentation. Hair on the feet and between the pads should be neatly trimmed. No other trimming
or sculpting of the coat is permitted and is to be so severely penalized as to preclude placement.
Havanese should be presented at a natural speed on a loose lead to properly assess the
characteristic springy gait.
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Faults: The foregoing description is that of the ideal Havanese. Any deviation from the above
described dog must be penalized to the extent of the deviation.
Disqualifications: Height at withers under 8½ or over 11½ inches except that
the minimum height shall not apply to dogs or bitches under twelve months of age. Incomplete
or total lack of pigmentation of the eye rims. Incomplete or total lack of pigmentation of the nose
or lips. Any color pigmentation other than black or brown on the eye rims, nose or lips. A
coarse, wiry coat. A short, smooth coat with or without furnishings.
Approved August 9, 2011
Effective September 28, 2011
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Official Standard of the Italian Greyhound
Description: The Italian Greyhound is very similar to the Greyhound, but much smaller and
more slender in all proportions and of ideal elegance and grace.
Head: Narrow and long, tapering to nose, with a slight suggestion of stop. Skull - Rather long,
almost flat. Muzzle - Long and fine. Nose - Dark. It may be black or brown or in keeping with
the color of the dog. A light or partly pigmented nose is a fault. Teeth - Scissors bite. A badly
undershot or overshot mouth is a fault. Eyes - Dark, bright, intelligent, medium in size. Very
light eyes are a fault. Ears - Small, fine in texture; thrown back and folded except when alerted,
then carried folded at right angles to the head. Erect or button ears severely penalized.
Neck: Long, slender and gracefully arched.
Body: Of medium length, short coupled; high at withers, back curved and drooping at
hindquarters, the highest point of curve at start of loin, creating a definite tuck-up at flanks.
Shoulders - Long and sloping.
Chest - Deep and narrow.
Forelegs: Long, straight, set well under shoulder; strong pasterns, fine bone.
Hindquarters: Long, well-muscled thigh; hind legs parallel when viewed from behind, hocks
well let down, well-bent stifle.
Feet: Harefoot with well-arched toes. Removal of dewclaws optional.
Tail: Slender and tapering to a curved end, long enough to reach the hock; set low, carried low.
Ring tail a serious fault, gay tail a fault.
Coat: Skin fine and supple, hair short, glossy like satin and soft to the touch.
Color: Any color and markings are acceptable except that a dog with brindle markings and a dog
with the tan markings normally found on black-and-tan dogs of other breeds must be
disqualified.
Action: High stepping and free, front and hind legs to move forward in a straight line.
Size: Height at withers, ideally 13 to 15 inches.
Disqualifications: A dog with brindle markings. A dog with the tan markings normally found on
black-and-tan dogs of other breeds.
Approved December 14, 1976
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Official Standard of the Japanese Chin
General Appearance: The Japanese Chin is a small, well balanced, lively, aristocratic toy dog
with a distinctive Oriental expression. It is light and stylish in action. The plumed tail is carried
over the back, curving to either side. The coat is profuse, silky, soft and straight. The dog's
outline presents a square appearance.
Size, Proportion, Substance: Size - Ideal size is 8 to 11 inches at the highest point of the
withers. Proportion - Length between the sternum and the buttock is equal to the height at the
withers. Substance - Solidly built, compact, yet refined. Carrying good weight in proportion to
height and body build.
Head: Expression - bright, inquisitive, alert, and intelligent. The distinctive Oriental expression
is characterized by the large broad head, large wide-set eyes, short broad muzzle, ear feathering,
and the evenly patterned facial markings. Eyes - set wide apart, large, round, dark in color, and
lustrous. A small amount of white showing in the inner corners of the eyes is a breed
characteristic that gives the dog a look of astonishment. Ears - hanging, small, V-shaped, wide
apart, set slightly below the crown of the skull. When alert, the ears are carried forward and
downward. The ears are well feathered and fit into the rounded contour of the head. Skull - large,
broad, slightly rounded between the ears but not domed. Forehead is prominent, rounding toward
the nose. Wide across the level of the eyes. In profile, the forehead and muzzle touch on the
same vertical plane of a right angle whose horizontal plane is the top of the skull. Stop deep. Muzzle - short and broad with well-cushioned cheeks and rounded upper lips that cover the
teeth. Nose - very short with wide, open nostrils. Set on a level with the middle of the eyes and
upturned. Nose leather is black in the black and white and the black and white with tan points,
and is self-colored or black in the red and white. Bite - The jaw is wide and slightly undershot. A
dog with one or two missing or slightly misaligned teeth should not be severely penalized. The
Japanese Chin is very sensitive to oral examination. If the dog displays any hesitancy, judges are
asked to defer to the handler for presentation of the bite.
Neck, Topline, Body: Neck - moderate in length and thickness. Well set on the shoulders
enabling the dog to carry its head up proudly. Topline - level. Body - square, moderately wide in
the chest with rounded ribs. Depth of rib extends to the elbow. Tail - set on high, carried arched
up over the back and flowing to either side of the body.
Forequarters: Legs - straight, and fine boned, with the elbows set close to the body. Removal of
dewclaws is optional. Feet - hare-shaped with feathering on the ends of the toes in the mature
dog. Point straight ahead or very slightly outward.
Hindquarters: Legs - straight as viewed from the rear and fine boned. Moderate bend of stifle.
Removal of dewclaws is optional. Feet - hare-shaped with feathering on the ends of the toes in
the mature dog. Point straight ahead.
Coat: Abundant, straight, single, and silky. Has a resilient texture and a tendency to stand out
from the body, especially on neck, shoulders, and chest areas where the hair forms a thick mane
or ruff. The tail is profusely coated and forms a plume. The rump area is heavily coated and
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forms culottes or pants. The head and muzzle are covered with short hair except for the heavily
feathered ears. The forelegs have short hair blending into profuse feathering on the backs of the
legs. The rear legs have the previously described culottes, and in mature dogs, light feathering
from hock joint to the foot.
Color: Either black and white, red and white, or black and white with tan points. The term tan
points shall include tan or red spots over each eye, inside the ears, on both cheeks, and at the anal
vent area if displaying any black. The term red shall include all shades of red, orange, and lemon,
and sable, which includes any aforementioned shade intermingled or overlaid with black. Among
the allowed colors there shall be no preference when judging. A clearly defined white muzzle
and blaze are preferable to a solidly marked head. Symmetry of facial markings is preferable.
The size, shape, placement or number of body patches is not of great importance. The white is
clear of excessive ticking. Disqualification - any color not listed.
Gait: Stylish and lively in movement. Moves straight with front and rear legs following in the
same plane.
Temperament: A sensitive and intelligent dog whose only purpose is to serve man as a
companion. Responsive and affectionate with those it knows and loves but reserved with
strangers or in new situations.
Disqualifications: Any color not listed.
Approved October 11, 2011
Effective November 30, 2011

25 of 53

Official Standard of the Maltese
General Appearance: The Maltese is a toy dog covered from head to foot with a mantle of long,
silky, white hair. He is gentle-mannered and affectionate, eager and sprightly in action, and,
despite his size, possessed of the vigor needed for the satisfactory companion.
Head: Of medium length and in proportion to the size of the dog. The skull is slightly rounded
on top, the stop moderate. The drop ears are rather low set and heavily feathered with long hair
that hangs close to the head. Eyes are set not too far apart; they are very dark and round, their
black rims enhancing the gentle yet alert expression. The muzzle is of medium length, fine and
tapered but not snipy. The nose is black. The teeth meet in an even, edge-to-edge bite, or in a
scissors bite.
Neck: Sufficient length of neck is desirable as promoting a high carriage of the head.
Body: Compact, the height from the withers to the ground equaling the length from the withers
to the root of the tail. Shoulder blades are sloping, the elbows well knit and held close to the
body. The back is level in topline, the ribs well sprung. The chest is fairly deep, the loins taut,
strong, and just slightly tucked up underneath.
Tail: A long-haired plume carried gracefully over the back, its tip lying to the side over the
quarter.
Legs and Feet: Legs are fine-boned and nicely feathered. Forelegs are straight, their pastern
joints well knit and devoid of appreciable bend. Hind legs are strong and moderately angulated at
stifles and hocks. The feet are small and round, with toe pads black. Scraggly hairs on the feet
may be trimmed to give a neater appearance.
Coat and Color: The coat is single, that is, without undercoat. It hangs long, flat, and silky over
the sides of the body almost, if not quite, to the ground. The long head-hair may be tied up in a
topknot or it may be left hanging. Any suggestion of kinkiness, curliness, or woolly texture is
objectionable. Color, pure white. Light tan or lemon on the ears is permissible, but not desirable.
Size: Weight under 7 pounds, with from 4 to 6 pounds preferred. Overall quality is to be favored
over size.
Gait: The Maltese moves with a jaunty, smooth, flowing gait. Viewed from the side, he gives an
impression of rapid movement, size considered. In the stride, the forelegs reach straight and free
from the shoulders, with elbows close. Hind legs to move in a straight line. Cowhocks or any
suggestion of hind leg toeing in or out are faults.
Temperament: For all his diminutive size, the Maltese seems to be without fear. His trust and
affectionate responsiveness are very appealing. He is among the gentlest mannered of all little
dogs, yet he is lively and playful as well as vigorous.
Approved March 10, 1964
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Official Standard of the Manchester Terrier
General Appearance: A small black short coated dog with distinctive rich mahogany markings
and a taper style tail. In structure, the Manchester presents a sleek, sturdy yet elegant look and
has a wedge shaped long and clean head with a keen, bright, alert expression. The smooth,
compact, muscular body expresses great power and agility enabling the Manchester to kill
vermin and course small game. Except for size and ear options, there are no differences between
the Standard and Toy varieties of the Manchester Terrier. The Toy variety is a diminutive
version of the Standard variety.
Size, Proportion, Substance: The Toy variety shall not exceed 12 pounds. It is suggested that
clubs consider dividing the American-bred and Open classes by weight as follows: 7 pounds and
under, over 7 pounds and not exceeding 12 pounds.
The Standard variety shall be over 12 pounds and not exceeding 22 pounds. Dogs weighing over
22 pounds shall be disqualified. It is suggested that clubs consider dividing the American-bred
and Open classes by weight as follows: Over 12 pounds and not exceeding 16 pounds, over 16
pounds and not exceeding 22 pounds.
The Manchester Terrier, overall, is slightly longer than tall. The height, measured vertically from
the ground to the highest point of the withers, is slightly less than the length, measured
horizontally from the point of the shoulders to the rear projection of the upper thigh. The bone
and muscle of the Manchester Terrier is of sufficient mass to ensure agility and endurance.
The Toy variety over 12 pounds shall be excused. Disqualification: Standard Variety - Weight
over 22 pounds.
Head: The Manchester Terrier has a keen and alert expression. The nearly black, almond shaped
eyes are small, bright and sparkling. They are set moderately close together slanting upwards on
the outside. The eyes neither protrude nor sink in the skull. Eye lid and rim pigmentation is
black. Correct ears for the Standard variety are the naturally erect ear, the cropped ear or the
button ear. No preference is given to any of the ear types. The naturally erect ear and button ear
are wider at the base tapering to pointed tips and carried well up on the skull. Cropped ears are
long, pointed and carried erect. The only correct ear for the Toy variety is the naturally erect ear.
They are wider at the base tapering to pointed tips and carried well upon the skull. The head is
long, narrow, tight skinned and almost flat with a slight indentation up the forehead. It resembles
a blunted wedge in frontal and profile views. The muzzle and skull are equal in length. There is a
visual effect of a slight stop as viewed in profile. The muzzle is well filled under the eyes with no
visible cheek muscles. The underjaw is full and well defined and the nose is black. Tight black
lips lie close to the jaw. The bite is a true scissors bite. Level bite is acceptable. The jaws are
powerful with full and proper dentition. The teeth are white and strongly developed. Wide,
flaring, blunt tipped, or "bell" ears are a serious fault for both varieties. Disqualification: Toy
Variety – Cropped or button ears.
Neck, Topline, Body: The slightly arched neck is slim, graceful and of moderate length. It
gradually becomes larger as it approaches and blends smoothly with the sloping shoulders. The
topline shows a slight subtle arch over the robust loins falling slightly to the tail set. While
standing or in motion, a flat or roached back is a serious fault for both varieties. The chest is
narrow between the legs and deep in the brisket. The forechest is moderately defined. The ribs
are well sprung, flattened in the lower end to permit clearance of the forelegs. The underline is
tucked up extending in an arched line from the deep brisket. The taper style tail is moderately
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short reaching no further than the hock joint. It is set on at the end of the croup being thicker
where it joins the body. The tail tapers to a point carried no higher than the back. While standing
or in motion, a flat or roached back is a serious fault for both varieties.
Forequarters: The shoulder blades and the upper arm are relatively the same length. The
distance from the elbow to the withers is approximately the same as the distance from the elbow
to the ground. The elbows lie close to the brisket. The shoulders are well laid back. The forelegs
are straight of proportionate length and placed well under the brisket. The pasterns are almost
perpendicular. Dew claws may be removed. The front feet are compact and well arched. The two
middle toes are slightly longer than the others. The pads are thick and toenails are jet black.
Hindquarters: The thigh is muscular with the length of the upper and lower thighs being
approximately equal. The stifle is well turned. The hindquarters are in balance with the well laid
back shoulders. The hocks are well let down. Dew claws may be removed. The hind feet are
shaped like those of a cat with thick pads and jet-black nails.
Coat: The coat is smooth, short, dense, tight and glossy.
Color: The coat is jet black with rich mahogany tan which does not blend into each other, but
abruptly form clear, well defined lines of color. There is a very small tan spot over each eye and
a very small tan spot on each cheek. On the head, the muzzle is tanned to the nose. The nose and
nasal bone are jet black. The tan extends under the throat ending in the shape of the letter V. The
inside of the ears are partly tan. There are tan spots, called “rosettes” on each side of the chest
above the front legs. These are more pronounced in puppies than in adults. There is a black
“thumb mark” patch on the front of each foreleg at the pastern. The remainder of the foreleg is
tan to the carpus joint. There is a distinct black “pencil mark” line running lengthwise on the top
of each toe on all four feet. Tan on the hind leg should continue from the penciling on the toes up
the inside of the legs to a little below the stifle joint. The outside of the hind legs is black. There
is tan under the tail and on the vent but only of such size as to be covered by the tail. White on
any part of the coat is a serious fault and a disqualification whenever the white forms a patch or
stripe measuring as much as one half inch at its longest dimension. Any color other than black
and tan shall be disqualified. Soundness and type supersede color and markings.
Gait: The gait is free and effortless with good reach of the forequarters. Rear quarters have
strong, driving power to match the front reach. Hocks fully extend. Each rear leg moves in line
with the foreleg of the same side, neither thrown in nor out. When moving at a trot, the legs
converge toward the center of gravity of the dog.
Temperament: The Manchester Terrier is neither aggressive nor shy. He is keenly observant,
devoted yet discerning. Not being a sparring breed, the Manchester Terrier is generally friendly
with other dogs. Excessive shyness or aggressiveness shall be considered a serious fault.
Faults:
• Toy Variety: Over 12 pounds shall be excused.
• Both varieties:
o Wide, flaring, blunt tipped or “bell” ears.
o Flat or roached back while standing or in motion.
o Excessive shyness or aggressiveness.
o White on any part of the coat.
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Disqualifications:
Standard Variety - Weight over 22 pounds.
Toy Variety – Cropped or button ears.
Both Varieties – White on any part of the coat whenever the white forms a patch or stripe
measuring as much as one half inch at its longest dimension.
Any color other than black and tan.
Approved July 13, 2021
Effective October 6, 2021
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Official Standard of the Miniature Pinscher
General Appearance: The Miniature Pinscher is structurally a well balanced, sturdy, compact,
short-coupled, smooth-coated dog. He naturally is well groomed, proud, vigorous and alert.
Characteristic traits are his hackney-like action, fearless animation, complete self-possession,
and his spirited presence.
Size, Proportion, Substance: Size -10 to 12½ inches in height allowed, with desired height 11
to 11½ inches measured at highest point of the shoulder blades. Disqualification - Under 10
inches or over 12½ inches in height. Length of males equals height at withers. Females may be
slightly longer.
Head: In correct proportion to the body. Tapering, narrow with well fitted but not too prominent
foreface which balances with the skull. No indication of coarseness. Eyes full, slightly oval,
clear, bright and dark even to a true black, including eye rims, with the exception of chocolates,
whose eye rims should be self-colored. Ears set high, standing erect from base to tip. May be
cropped or uncropped. Skull appears flat, tapering forward toward the muzzle. Muzzle strong
rather than fine and delicate, and in proportion to the head as a whole. Head well balanced with
only a slight drop to the muzzle, which is parallel to the top of the skull. Nose black only, with
the exception of chocolates which should have a self-colored nose. Lips and Cheeks small, taut
and closely adherent to each other. Teeth meet in a scissors bite.
Neck, Topline, Body: Neck proportioned to head and body, slightly arched, gracefully curved,
blending into shoulders, muscular and free from suggestion of dewlap or throatiness. Topline Back level or slightly sloping toward the rear both when standing and gaiting. Body compact,
slightly wedge-shaped, muscular. Forechest well developed. Well-sprung ribs . Depth of brisket,
the base line of which is level with points of the elbows. Belly moderately tucked up to denote
grace of structural form. Short and strong in loin. Croup level with topline. Tail set high, held
erect, docked in proportion to size of dog.
Forequarters: Shoulders clean and sloping with moderate angulation coordinated to permit the
hackney-like action. Elbows close to the body. Legs -Strong bone development and small clean
joints. As viewed from the front, straight and upstanding. Pasterns strong,
perpendicular. Dewclaws should be removed. Feet small, catlike, toes strong, well arched and
closely knit with deep pads. Nails thick, blunt.
Hindquarters: Well muscled quarters set wide enough apart to fit into a properly balanced
body. As viewed from the rear, the legs are straight and parallel. From the side, well
angulated. Thighs well muscled. Stifles well defined. Hocks short, set well
apart. Dewclaws should be removed. Feet small, catlike, toes strong, well arched and closely knit
with deep pads. Nails thick, blunt.
Coat: Smooth, hard and short, straight and lustrous, closely adhering to and uniformly covering
the body.
Color: Solid clear red. Stag red (red with intermingling of black hairs). Black with sharply
defined rust-red markings on cheeks, lips, lower jaw, throat, twin spots above eyes and chest,

30 of 53

lower half of forelegs, inside of hind legs and vent region, lower portion of hocks and feet. Black
pencil stripes on toes. Chocolate with rust-red markings the same as specified for blacks, except
brown pencil stripes on toes. In the solid red and stag red a rich vibrant medium to dark shade is
preferred. Disqualifications - Any color other than listed. Thumb mark (patch of black hair
surrounded by rust on the front of the foreleg between the foot and the wrist; on chocolates, the
patch is chocolate hair). White on any part of dog which exceeds ½ inch in its longest dimension.
Gait: The forelegs and hind legs move parallel, with feet turning neither in nor out. The
hackney-like action is a high-stepping, reaching, free and easy gait in which the front leg moves
straight forward and in front of the body and the foot bends at the wrist. The dog drives smoothly
and strongly from the rear. The head and tail are carried high.
Temperament: Fearless animation, complete self-possession, and spirited presence.
Disqualifications: Under 10 inches or over 12½ inches in height. Any color other than listed.
Thumb mark (patch of black hair surrounded by rust on the front of the foreleg between the foot
and the wrist; on chocolates, the patch is chocolate hair). White on any part of dog which
exceeds ½ inch in its longest dimension.
Approved July 8, 1980
Reformatted February 21, 1990
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Official Standard of the Papillon
General Appearance: The Papillon is a small, friendly, elegant toy dog of fine-boned structure,
light, dainty and of lively action; distinguished from other breeds by its beautiful butterfly-like
ears.
Size, Proportion, Substance: Size - Height at withers, 8 to 11 inches. Fault - Over 11
inches. Disqualification - Over 12 inches. Proportion - Body must be slightly longer than the
height at withers. It is not a cobby dog. Weight is in proportion to height. Substance - Of fineboned structure.
Head: Eyes dark, round, not bulging, of medium size and alert in expression. The inner corners
of the eyes are on line with the stop. Eye rims black. Ears - The ears of either the erect or drop
type should be large with rounded tips, and set on the sides and toward the back of the head. (1)
Ears of the erect type are carried obliquely and move like the spread wings of a butterfly. When
alert, each ear forms an angle of approximately 45 degrees to the head. The leather should be of
sufficient strength to maintain the erect position. (2) Ears of the drop type, known as the Phalene,
are similar to the erect type, but are carried drooping and must be completely down. Faults - Ears
small, pointed, set too high; one ear up, or ears partly down. Skull - The head is small. The skull
is of medium width and slightly rounded between the ears. A well-defined stop is formed where
the muzzle joins the skull. Muzzle - The muzzle is fine, abruptly thinner than the head, tapering
to the nose. The length of the muzzle from the tip of the nose to stop is approximately one-third
the length of the head from tip of nose to occiput. Nose black, small, rounded and slightly flat on
top. The following fault shall be severely penalized - Nose not black. Lips tight, thin and black.
Tongue must not be visible when jaws are closed. Bite - Teeth must meet in a scissors bite.
Faults - Overshot or undershot.
Neck, Topline, Body: Neck of medium length. Topline - The backline is straight and
level. Body - The chest is of medium depth with ribs well sprung. The belly is tucked
up. Tail long, set high and carried well arched over the body. The tail is covered with a long,
flowing plume. The plume may hang to either side of the body. Faults - Low-set tail; one not
arched over the back, or too short.
Forequarters: Shoulders well developed and laid back to allow freedom of movement. Forelegs
slender, fine-boned and must be straight. Removal of dewclaws on forelegs optional. Front feet
thin and elongated (hare-like), pointing neither in nor out.
Hindquarters: Well developed and well angulated. The hind legs are slender, fine-boned, and
parallel when viewed from behind. Hocks inclined neither in nor out. Dewclaws, if any, must be
removed from hind legs. Hind feet thin and elongated (hare-like), pointing neither in nor out.
Coat: Abundant, long, fine, silky, flowing, straight with resilient quality, flat on back and sides
of body. A profuse frill on chest. There is no undercoat. Hair short and close on skull, muzzle,
front of forelegs, and from hind feet to hocks. Ears well fringed, with the inside covered with
silken hair of medium length. Backs of the forelegs are covered with feathers diminishing to the
pasterns. Hind legs are covered to the hocks with abundant breeches (culottes). Tail is covered

32 of 53

with a long, flowing plume. Hair on feet is short, but fine tufts may appear over toes and grow
beyond them, forming a point.
Color: Always parti-color or white with patches of any color(s). On the head, color(s) other than
white must cover both ears, back and front, and extend without interruption from the ears over
both eyes. A clearly defined white blaze and noseband are preferred to a solidly marked head.
Symmetry of facial markings is desirable. The size, shape, placement, and presence or absence of
patches of color on the body are without importance. Among the colors there is no preference,
provided nose, eye rims and lips are well pigmented black.
The following faults shall be severely penalized - Color other than white not covering both ears,
back and front, or not extending from the ears over both eyes. A slight extension of the white
collar onto the base of the ears, or a few white hairs interspersed among the color, shall not be
penalized, provided the butterfly appearance is not sacrificed. Disqualifications - An all-white
dog or a dog with no white.
Gait: Free, quick, easy, graceful, not paddlefooted, or stiff in hip movements.
Temperament: Happy, alert and friendly. Neither shy nor aggressive.
Disqualifications: Height over 12 inches. An all-white dog or a dog with no white.
Approved June 10, 1991
Effective July 31, 1991
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Official Standard of the Pekingese
General Appearance: The Pekingese is a well-balanced, compact dog of Chinese origin with a heavy
front and lighter hindquarters. Its temperament is one of directness, independence and individuality. Its
image is lionlike, implying courage, dignity, boldness and self-esteem rather than daintiness or delicacy.
Size, Substance, Proportion: Size/Substance - The Pekingese, when lifted, is surprisingly heavy for its
size. It has a stocky, muscular body. All weights are correct within the limit of 14
pounds. Disqualification - Weight over 14 pounds. Proportion - Overall balance is of utmost importance.
The head is large in proportion to the body. The Pekingese is slightly longer than tall when measured
from the forechest to the buttocks. The overall outline is an approximate ratio of 3 high to 5 long.
Head: Face - The topskull is massive, broad and flat and, when combined with the wide set eyes,
cheekbones and broad lower jaw, forms the correctly shaped face. When viewed from the front, the skull
is wider than deep, which contributes to the desired rectangular, envelope-shaped appearance of the head.
In profile, the face is flat. When viewed from the side, the chin, nose leather and brow all lie in one plane,
which slants very slightly backward from chin to forehead. Ears - They are heart-shaped, set on the front
corners of the topskull, and lie flat against the head. The leather does not extend below the jaw. Correctly
placed ears, with their heavy feathering and long fringing, frame the sides of the face and add to the
appearance of a wide, rectangular head. Eyes - They are large, very dark, round, lustrous and set wide
apart. The look is bold, not bulging. The eye rims are black and the white of the eye does not show when
the dog is looking straight ahead. Nose - It is broad, short and black. Nostrils are wide and open rather
than pinched. A line drawn horizontally over the top of the nose intersects slightly above the center of the
eyes. Wrinkle - It effectively separates the upper and lower areas of the face. It is a hair-covered fold of
skin extending from one cheek over the bridge of the nose in a wide inverted V to the other cheek. It is
never so prominent or heavy as to crowd the facial features, obscure more than a small portion of the
eyes, or fall forward over any portion of the nose leather. Stop - It is obscured from view by the over-nose
wrinkle. Muzzle - It is very flat, broad, and well filled-in below the eyes. The skin is black on all colors.
Whiskers add to the desired expression. Mouth - The lower jaw is undershot and broad. The black lips
meet neatly and neither teeth nor tongue show when the mouth is closed.
Neck, Body, Tail: Neck - It is very short and thick. Body - It is pear-shaped, compact and low to the
ground. It is heavy in front with well-sprung ribs slung between the forelegs. The forechest is broad and
full without a protruding breastbone. The underline rises from the deep chest to the lighter loin, thus
forming a narrow waist. The topline is straight and the loin is short. Tail - The high set tail is slightly
arched and carried well over the back, free of kinks or curls. Long, profuse, straight fringing may fall to
either side.
Forequarters: They are short, thick and heavy-boned. The bones of the forelegs are moderately bowed
between the pastern and elbow. The broad chest, wide set forelegs and the closer rear legs all contribute to
the correct rolling gait. The distance from the point of the shoulder to the tip of the withers is
approximately equal to the distance from the point of the shoulder to the elbow. Shoulders are well laid
back and fit smoothly onto the body. The elbows are always close to the body. Front feet are turned out
slightly when standing or moving. The pasterns slope gently.
Hindquarters: They are lighter in bone than the forequarters. There is moderate angulation of stifle and
hock. When viewed from behind, the rear legs are reasonably close and parallel, and the feet point straight
ahead when standing or moving.
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Coat & Presentation: Coat - It is a long, coarse-textured, straight, stand-off outer coat, with thick, soft
undercoat. The coat forms a noticeable mane on the neck and shoulder area with the coat on the
remainder of the body somewhat shorter in length. A long and profuse coat is desirable providing it does
not obscure the shape of the body. Long feathering is found on toes, backs of the thighs and forelegs, with
longer fringing on the ears and tail. Presentation - Presentation should accentuate the natural outline of
the Pekingese. Any obvious trimming or sculpting of the coat, detracting from its natural appearance,
should be severely penalized.
Color: All coat colors and markings are allowable and of equal merit. A black mask or a self-colored face
is equally acceptable. Regardless of coat color the exposed skin of the muzzle, nose, lips and eye rims is
black.
Gait: It is unhurried, dignified, free and strong, with a slight roll over the shoulders. This motion is
smooth and effortless and is as free as possible from bouncing, prancing or jarring. The rolling gait results
from a combination of the bowed forelegs, well laid back shoulders, full broad chest and narrow light
rear, all of which produce adequate reach and moderate drive.
Temperament: A combination of regal dignity, intelligence and self-importance make for a good
natured, opinionated and affectionate companion to those who have earned its respect.
Disqualification: Weight over 14 pounds.
The foregoing is a description of the ideal Pekingese. Any deviation should be penalized in direct
proportion to the extent of that deviation.
Approved: January 13, 2004
Effective: March 2, 2004
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Official Standard of the Pomeranian
General Appearance: The Pomeranian is a compact, short-backed, active toy dog of Nordic
descent. The double coat consists of a short dense undercoat with a profuse harsh-textured longer
outer coat. The heavily plumed tail is one of the characteristics of the breed. It is set high and lies
flat on the back. He is alert in character, exhibits intelligence in expression, is buoyant in
deportment, and is inquisitive by nature. The Pomeranian is cocky, commanding, and animated
as he gaits. He is sound in composition and action.
Size, Proportion, Substance: Weight - is from 3 to 7 pounds with the ideal weight for show
specimens being 4 to 6 pounds. Any dog over or under the limits is objectionable; however,
overall quality should be favored over size. Proportion - The Pomeranian is a square breed with
a short back. The ratio of body length to height at the withers being 1 to 1. These proportions are
measured from the prosternum to the point of buttocks, and from the highest point of the withers
to the ground. Substance - Sturdy, medium-boned.
Head: Head - in balance with the body, when viewed from above, broad at the back tapering to
the nose to form a wedge. Expression - may be referred to as fox-like, denoting his alert and
intelligent nature. Eyes - dark, bright, medium sized, and almond shaped; set well into the skull
with the width between the eyes balancing the other facial features. Eye rims are black, except
self-colored in chocolate, beaver and blue. Ears - small, mounted high and carried erect. Proper
ear set should be favored over size. Skull - closed, slightly round but not domed. Stop - well
pronounced. Muzzle - rather short, straight, free of lippiness, neither coarse nor snipey. Ratio of
length of muzzle to skull is ⅓ to ⅔. Nose - pigment is black except self-colored in chocolate,
beaver and blue. Bite - scissors, one tooth out of alignment is acceptable. Major Faults - Round,
domed skull. Undershot, overshot or wry bite. Disqualification - Eye(s) light blue, blue marbled,
blue flecked.
Neck, Topline, Body: Neck - set well into the shoulders with sufficient length to allow the head
to be carried proud and high. Topline - level from withers to croup. Body - compact and wellribbed. Chest - oval tapered extending to the point of elbows with a pronounced prosternum.
Back - short-coupled, straight and strong. Loin - short with slight tuck-up. Croup is flat. Tail heavily plumed, set high and lies flat and straight on the back. Major Fault - Low tail set.
Forequarters: Shoulders - well laid back. Shoulder blade and upper arm length are equal.
Elbows - held close to the body and turn neither in nor out. Legs when viewed from the front are
moderately spaced, straight and parallel to each other, set well behind the forechest. Height from
withers to elbows approximately equals height from ground to elbow. Shoulders and legs are
moderately muscled. Pasterns straight and strong. Feet- round, tight, appearing cat-like, wellarched, compact, and turn neither in nor out, standing well up on toes. Dewclaws may be
removed. Major Fault - Down in pasterns.
Hindquarters: Hindquarters - angulation balances that of the forequarters. Buttocks are well
behind the set of the tail. Thighs - moderately muscled. Upper thigh and lower leg length are
equal. Stifles - strong, moderately bent and clearly defined. Legs - when viewed from the rear

36 of 53

straight and parallel to each other. Hocks when viewed from the side are perpendicular to the
ground and strong. Feet same as forequarters. Dewclaws may be removed. Major Fault Cowhocks, knees turning in or out or lack of soundness in legs or stifles.
Coat: The Pomeranian is a double-coated breed. The body should be well covered with a short,
dense undercoat with long harsh-textured guard hair growing through, forming the longer
abundant outer coat which stands off from the body. The coat should form a ruff around the
neck, framing the head, extending over the shoulders and chest. Head and leg coat is tightly
packed and shorter in length than that of the body. Forelegs are well-feathered. Thighs and hind
legs are heavily coated to the hock forming a skirt. Tail is profusely covered with long, harsh
spreading straight hair forming a plume. Females may not carry as thick or long a coat as a male.
Puppy coat may be dense and shorter overall and may or may not show guard hair. A cotton type
coat is undesirable in an adult. Coat should be in good and healthy condition especially the skirt,
tail, and undercarriage. Trimming for neatness and a clean outline is permissible. Major Fault soft, flat or open coat.
Color: All colors, patterns, and variations there-of are allowed and must be judged on an equal
basis.
Brindle - Dark cross stripes on any solid color or allowed pattern. Parti - White base with any
solid color or allowed pattern. A white blaze is preferred on the head. Ticking is
undesirable. Extreme Piebald - White with patches of color on head and base of tail. Piebald White with patches of color on head, body, and base of tail. Irish - Color on the head and body
with white legs, chest and collar. Tan Points - Any solid color or allowed pattern with markings
sharply defined above each eye, inside the ears, muzzle, throat, forechest, all lower legs and feet,
the underside of the tail and skirt. The richer the tan the more desirable. Tan markings should be
readily visible. Major Fault - Distinct white on whole foot or on one or more whole feet (except
white or parti) on any acceptable color or pattern.
Classifications - The Open Classes at specialty shows may be divided by color as follows: Open
Red, Orange, Cream, and Sable; Open Black, Brown, and Blue; Open Any Other Color, Pattern,
or Variation.
Gait: The Pomeranians movement has good reach in the forequarters and strong drive with the
hindquarters, displaying efficient, ground covering movement that should never be viewed as
ineffective or busy. Head carriage should remain high and proud with the overall outline
maintained. Gait is smooth, free, balanced and brisk. When viewed from the front and rear while
moving at a walk or slow trot the Pomeranian should double track, but as the speed increases the
legs converge slightly towards a center line. The forelegs and hind legs are carried straight
forward, with neither elbows nor stifles turned in nor out. The topline should remain firm and
level with the overall balance maintained.
Temperament: The Pomeranian is an extrovert, exhibiting great intelligence and a vivacious
spirit, making him a great companion dog as well as a competitive show dog.
Even though a Toy dog, the Pomeranian must be subject to the same requirements of soundness
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and structure prescribed for all breeds, and any deviation from the ideal described in the
standard should be penalized to the extent of the deviation.
Disqualifications: Eye(s) light blue, blue marbled, blue flecked.
Approved July 12, 2011
Effective August 31, 2011
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Official Standard of the Poodle
The Standard for the Poodle (Toy variety) is the same as for the Standard and Miniature varieties
except as regards heights.
General Appearance: Carriage and Condition - That of a very active, intelligent and elegantappearing dog, squarely built, well proportioned, moving soundly and carrying himself proudly.
Properly clipped in the traditional fashion and carefully groomed, the Poodle has about him an
air of distinction and dignity peculiar to himself.
Size, Proportion, Substance: Size - The Standard Poodle is over 15 inches at the highest point
of the shoulders. Any Poodle which is 15 inches or less in height shall be disqualified from
competition as a Standard Poodle.
The Miniature Poodle is 15 inches or under at the highest point of the shoulders, with a
minimum height in excess of 10 inches. Any Poodle which is over 15 inches or is 10 inches or
less at the highest point of the shoulders shall be disqualified from competition as a Miniature
Poodle.
The Toy Poodle is 10 inches or under at the highest point of the shoulders. Any Poodle which is
more than 10 inches at the highest point of the shoulders shall be disqualified from competition
as a Toy Poodle.
As long as the Toy Poodle is definitely a Toy Poodle, and the Miniature Poodle a Miniature
Poodle, both in balance and proportion for the Variety, diminutiveness shall be the deciding
factor when all other points are equal.
Proportion - To insure the desirable squarely built appearance, the length of body measured
from the breastbone to the point of the rump approximates the height from the highest point of
the shoulders to the ground.
Substance - Bone and muscle of both forelegs and hindlegs are in proportion to size of dog.
Head and Expression: (a) Eyes - very dark, oval in shape and set far enough apart and
positioned to create an alert intelligent expression. Major fault: eyes round, protruding, large or
very light. (b) Ears - hanging close to the head, set at or slightly below eye level. The ear leather
is long, wide and thickly feathered; however, the ear fringe should not be of excessive length.
(c) Skull - moderately rounded, with a slight but definite stop. Cheekbones and muscles flat.
Length from occiput to stop about the same as length of muzzle. (d) Muzzle - long, straight and
fine, with slight chiseling under the eyes. Strong without lippiness. The chin definite enough to
preclude snipiness. Major fault: lack of chin. Teeth - white, strong and with a scissors bite.
Major fault: undershot, overshot, wry mouth.
Neck, Topline, Body: Neck well proportioned, strong and long enough to permit the head to be
carried high and with dignity. Skin snug at throat. The neck rises from strong, smoothly muscled
shoulders. Major fault: ewe neck. The topline is level, neither sloping nor roached, from the
highest point of the shoulder blade to the base of the tail, with the exception of a slight hollow
just behind the shoulder. Body - (a) Chest deep and moderately wide with well sprung ribs. (b)
The loin is short, broad and muscular. (c) Tail straight, set on high and carried up, docked of
sufficient length to insure a balanced outline. Major fault: set low, curled, or carried over the
back.
Forequarters: Strong, smoothly muscled shoulders. The shoulder blade is well laid back and
approximately the same length as the upper foreleg. Major fault - steep shoulder. Forelegs Straight and parallel when viewed from the front. When viewed from the side the elbow is
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directly below the highest point of the shoulder. The pasterns are strong. Dewclaws may be
removed. Feet - The feet are rather small, oval in shape with toes well arched and cushioned on
thick firm pads. Nails short but not excessively shortened. The feet turn neither in nor out. Major
fault - paper or splay foot.
Hindquarters: The angulation of the hindquarters balances that of the forequarters. Hindlegs
straight and parallel when viewed from the rear. Muscular with width in the region of the stifles
which are well bent; femur and tibia are about equal in length; hock to heel short and
perpendicular to the ground. When standing, the rear toes are only slightly behind the point of
the rump. Major fault - cow-hocks.
Coat: (a) Quality - (1) Curly: of naturally harsh texture, dense throughout. (2) Corded: hanging
in tight even cords of varying length; longer on mane or body coat, head, and ears; shorter on
puffs, bracelets, and pompons. (b) Clip - A Poodle under 12 months may be shown in the
"Puppy" clip. In all regular classes, Poodles 12 months or over must be shown in the "English
Saddle" or "Continental" clip. In the Stud Dog and Brood Bitch classes and in a non-competitive
Parade of Champions, Poodles may be shown in the "Sporting" clip. A Poodle shown in any
other type of clip shall be disqualified. (1) "Puppy" - A Poodle under a year old may be shown in
the "Puppy" clip with the coat long. The face, throat, feet and base of the tail are shaved. The
entire shaven foot is visible. There is a pompon on the end of the tail. In order to give a neat
appearance and a smooth unbroken line, shaping of the coat is permissible. (2) "English Saddle"
- In the "English Saddle" clip, the face, throat, feet, forelegs and base of the tail are shaved,
leaving puffs on the forelegs and a pompon on the end of the tail. The hindquarters are covered
with a short blanket of hair except for a curved shaved area on each flank and two shaved bands
on each hindleg. The entire shaven foot and a portion of the shaven leg above the puff are
visible. The rest of the body is left in full coat but may be shaped in order to insure overall
balance. (3) "Continental" - In the "Continental" clip, the face, throat, feet, and base of the tail
are shaved. The hindquarters are shaved with pompons (optional) on the hips. The legs are
shaved, leaving bracelets on the hindlegs and puffs on the forelegs. There is a pompon on the end
of the tail. The entire shaven foot and a portion of the shaven foreleg above the puff are visible.
The rest of the body is left in full coat but may be shaped in order to insure overall balance. (4)
"Sporting" - In the "Sporting" clip, a Poodle shall be shown with face, feet, throat, and base of
tail shaved, leaving a scissored cap on the top of the head and a pompon on the end of the tail.
The rest of the body, and legs are clipped or scissored to follow the outline of the dog leaving a
short blanket of coat no longer than one inch in length. The hair on the legs may be slightly
longer than that on the body.
In all clips the hair of the topknot may be left free or held in place by elastic bands. The hair is
only of sufficient length to present a smooth outline. "Topknot" refers only to hair on the skull,
from stop to occiput. This is the only area where elastic bands may be used.
Color: The coat is an even and solid color at the skin. In blues, grays, silvers, browns, cafe-aulaits, apricots and creams the coat may show varying shades of the same color. This is frequently
present in the somewhat darker feathering of the ears and in the tipping of the ruff. While clear
colors are definitely preferred, such natural variation in the shading of the coat is not to be
considered a fault. Brown and cafe-au-lait Poodles have liver-colored noses, eye-rims and lips,
dark toenails and dark amber eyes. Black, blue, gray, silver, cream and white Poodles have black
noses, eye-rims and lips, black or self colored toenails and very dark eyes. In the apricots while
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the foregoing coloring is preferred, liver-colored noses, eye-rims and lips, and amber eyes are
permitted but are not desirable. Major fault: color of nose, lips and eye-rims incomplete, or of
wrong color for color of dog. Parti-colored dogs shall be disqualified. The coat of a parti-colored
dog is not an even solid color at the skin but is of two or more colors.
Gait: A straightforward trot with light springy action and strong hindquarters drive. Head and
tail carried up. Sound effortless movement is essential.
Temperament: Carrying himself proudly, very active, intelligent, the Poodle has about him an
air of distinction and dignity peculiar to himself. Major fault: shyness or sharpness.
Major Faults: Any distinct deviation from the desired characteristics described in the Breed
Standard.
Disqualifications: Size - A dog over or under the height limits specified shall be disqualified.
Clip - A dog in any type of clip other than those listed under coat shall be disqualified. Particolors - The coat of a parti-colored dog is not an even solid color at the skin but of two or more
colors. Parti-colored dogs shall be disqualified.
Value of Points
General appearance, temperament, carriage and condition.......30
Head, expression, ears, eyes and teeth.......20
Body, neck, legs, feet and tail.......20
Gait.......20
Coat, color and texture.......10
Approved August 14, 1984
Reformatted March 27, 1990
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Official Standard of the Pug
General Appearance: Symmetry and general appearance are decidedly square and cobby. A
lean, leggy Pug and a dog with short legs and a long body are equally objectionable.
Size, Proportion, Substance: The Pug should be multum in parvo, and this condensation (if the
word may be used) is shown by compactness of form, well knit proportions, and hardness of
developed muscle. Weight from 14 to 18 pounds (dog or bitch) desirable. Proportion square.
Head: The head is large, massive, round - not apple-headed, with no indentation of the skull.
The eyes are dark in color, very large, bold and prominent, globular in shape, soft and solicitous
in expression, very lustrous, and, when excited, full of fire. The ears are thin, small, soft, like
black velvet. There are two kinds - the "rose" and the "button." Preference is given to the latter.
The wrinkles are large and deep. The muzzle is short, blunt, square, but not upfaced. Bite - A
Pug's bite should be very slightly undershot.
Neck, Topline, Body: The neck is slightly arched. It is strong, thick, and with enough length to
carry the head proudly. The short back is level from the withers to the high tail set. The body is
short and cobby, wide in chest and well ribbed up. The tail is curled as tightly as possible over
the hip. The double curl is perfection.
Forequarters: The legs are very strong, straight, of moderate length, and are set well under. The
elbows should be directly under the withers when viewed from the side. The shoulders are
moderately laid back. The pasterns are strong, neither steep nor down. The feet are neither so
long as the foot of the hare, nor so round as that of the cat; well split-up toes, and the nails black.
Dewclaws are generally removed.
Hindquarters: The strong, powerful hindquarters have moderate bend of stifle and short hocks
perpendicular to the ground. The legs are parallel when viewed from behind. The hindquarters
are in balance with the forequarters. The thighs and buttocks are full and muscular. Feet as in
front.
Coat: The coat is fine, smooth, soft, short and glossy, neither hard nor woolly.
Color: The colors are fawn or black. The fawn color should be decided so as to make the
contrast complete between the color and the trace and mask.
Markings: The markings are clearly defined. The muzzle or mask, ears, moles on cheeks, thumb
mark or diamond on forehead, and the back trace should be as black as possible. The mask
should be black. The more intense and well defined it is, the better. The trace is a black line
extending from the occiput to the tail.
Gait: Viewed from the front, the forelegs should be carried well forward, showing no weakness
in the pasterns, the paws landing squarely with the central toes straight ahead. The rear action
should be strong and free through hocks and stifles, with no twisting or turning in or out at the
joints. The hind legs should follow in line with the front. There is a slight natural convergence of
the limbs both fore and aft. A slight roll of the hindquarters typifies the gait which should be
free, self-assured, and jaunty.
Temperament: This is an even-tempered breed, exhibiting stability, playfulness, great charm,
dignity, and an outgoing, loving disposition.
Disqualification - Any color other than fawn or black.
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Approved April 8, 2008
Effective June 3, 2008
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Official Standard of the Russian Toy
General Appearance: A small elegant dog, lively, long-legged, with fine bone and lean
muscles. Sexual dimorphism only slightly defined. Active, cheerful, possessing keen
intelligence, slightly aloof to strangers but neither cowardly nor aggressive.
Size, Proportion, Substance: The Russian Toy has a square build; the height, when measured
vertically from the ground to the highest point of the withers, is equal to the length, when
measured horizontally from the prosternum to the point of the buttocks. The height at the
elbows is only slightly more than half of the height at withers. The chest is sufficiently deep
reaching to the elbow. Height at withers for both dogs and bitches: 8 inches to 11 inches.
Weight for both dogs and bitches: up to 6½ pounds. Disqualifications - Height at withers over
12 inches or under 7 inches. Weight less than 2 pounds.
Head: The head is small compared to the body. Expression - The expression is bright, attentive
with attitude. Eyes are quite large, rounded, dark, slightly prominent, set well apart and looking
straight ahead. Eyelids are tightly fitting. Black and Tan dogs have eyes that are darkest brown
to black with black eye rims. Chocolate and Tan dogs have eyes that are brown to light brown
and eye rims that are brown to light brown (darker color preferred). Blue and Tan dogs have
eyes and eye rims that are slate grey. Red coated dogs have eyes that are darkest brown to black
with black eye rims. Red Sable dogs have eyes that are darkest brown to black with black eye
rims. Red Brown dogs have eyes and eye rims that are brown (darker color preferred). Ears Ears are big, thin, set high, erect and wider at the base tapering to a triangular shape. Semipricked ears in longhaired dogs with heavy fringes is permissible but not desirable.
Disqualification - Hanging (completely down) ears. Skull - The skull is high but not too wide
(width at the level of zygomatic arches does not exceed the depth of the skull). Stop - The stop
is clearly pronounced. Muzzle - The muzzle is lean and tapered and is slightly shorter than the
skull. Cheekbones - The cheekbones are only slightly pronounced. Nose - Black and Tan dogs
have black noses. Chocolate and Tan dogs have noses that are brown to light brown (darker
color preferred). Blue and Tan dogs have slate grey noses. Red coated dogs have black noses.
Red Sable dogs have black noses. Red Brown dogs have brown noses (darker color preferred).
Lips - Lips are thin, lean, tight-fitting. Black and Tan dogs have black lips. Chocolate and Tan
dogs have lips that are brown to light brown (darker color preferred). Blue and Tan dogs have
slate grey lips. Red coated dogs have black lips. Red Sable dogs have black lips. Red Brown
dogs have brown lips (darker color preferred). Bite - The teeth should meet in a scissor bite.
Russian Toy teeth are small, white. Absence of two incisors is permitted in each jaw. Faults Level bite or incisors sloping forward. The absence of more than two incisors in either jaw is a
serious fault. Disqualifications - Overshot, undershot. Absence of one canine.
Neck, Topline, Body: Neck - The neck is long, lean, carried high, slightly arched. Topline - The
topline gradually slopes from the withers to the root of the tail. Withers - The withers are
slightly pronounced. Body - The chest is oval, sufficiently deep and not too wide. Underline The underline has a tucked up belly and drawn up flanks, forming a nicely curved line from the
chest to the flanks. Back - The back is strong and straight. Loin - The loin is short and slightly
arched. Croup - The croup is somewhat rounded and slightly sloping. Tail - Tails may be
natural or docked (only two or three vertebrae are left), and is carried high. The undocked
(natural) tail is a sickle tail. The tail should not be carried lower than back level when moving.
Fault - Low set tail.
Forequarters: Shoulders - The shoulder blades are moderately long and not too sloping.
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Upper Arm - The upper arm forms an angle of 105 degrees with the shoulder blade. The length
of upper arm is approximately equal to the length of shoulder. Elbow - The elbow is in line with
the body. Legs - Forequarters legs are thin and lean. Seen from the front, the front legs are
straight and parallel. The forearm is long, straight. The carpus (wrist) is lean. Pasterns are
almost vertical. Dewclaws may be removed or left natural. Feet and Toes - Forefeet are small,
oval, turning neither in nor out with pads that are cushioned. Toes are well knit and arched.
Hind feet are a little bit narrower than forefeet with pads that are cushioned and toes are well knit
and arched. Pads and Nails - Black and Tan dogs have black nails and pads. Chocolate and Tan
dogs have nails and pads that are brown to light brown (darker color preferred). Blue and Tan
dogs have slate grey nails and pads. Red coated dogs have black nails and pads. Red Sable dogs
have black nails and pads. Red Brown dogs have brown nails and pads (darker color preferred).
Hindquarters: Seen from the rear, the hind legs are straight and parallel, but standing a little bit
wider than the forelegs. Stifles and hocks are sufficiently bent. Angulation - Hindquarters
should be sufficiently angulated. The upper thigh muscles are lean and developed. The upper
and lower thighs are of the same length. Hocks should be vertical. There should be no rear
dewclaws. Serious fault - Short legs.
Skin: The skin should be dry and tight-fitting.
Coat: Hair - There exists two types for the breed: smooth-coated and long-coated. Smooth coat
dogs have short, close-lying, shiny hair, without undercoat or bald patches. Long coat dogs have
bodies covered with moderately long (one inch to three inches) straight or slightly wavy hair,
close-lying, which does not hide the natural outline of the body. Hair on the head and on the
front part of limbs is short and close-lying. There are distinct feathers on rear side of limbs. The
feet have long, silky hair which completely hides the nails. Long coated dogs have ears that are
covered with thick, long hair forming a fringe. Dogs of more than three years have such a fringe
which should completely hide the outer edges and tips of the ears. Body hair should not look
tousled nor be too short (less than ½ inch). Disqualification - Long coat dogs: absence of any
fringes on ears and presence of curly hair. (Dogs younger than 18 months may have sparse or
few fringes).
Color: Russian Toy coats may be Black and Tan, Chocolate and Tan, Blue and Tan, Red, Red
Sable, or Red Brown. Black and Tan coats are jet black with rich, bright tan markings over eyes,
on cheeks, inside ears, on chest, legs, and on underside of tail. Chocolate and Tan coats are rich
chocolate brown with tan markings over eyes, on cheeks, inside ears, on chest, legs, and on
underside of tail. Blue and Tan coats are blue based grey coloring with tan markings over eyes,
on cheeks, inside ears, on chest, legs, and on underside of tail. Red coats are whole-colored red
that may range from rich ruby to lighter hues, but deeper saturated color is preferred. Red Sable
coats are red with black-tipped hair on body and ears. Red Brown coats are red with browntipped hair on body and ears. Faults - Presence of bald patches in smooth coat dogs. Too long or
too short hair on body of long coat dogs. Small white spots under ½ inch on chest and toes.
Solid black, brown and blue colors. Tan markings too large or with dark shadings. Any white
spots on the head, abdomen and above metacarpus. Severe fault - Large white patches over ½
inch on chest and throat. Disqualification - Presence of brindle markings.
Gait: Easy, straightforward, fast. No noticeable change in the topline when moving.
Temperament: Active, cheerful, possessing keen intelligence, slightly aloof to strangers but
neither cowardly nor aggressive. Fault - Timid behavior.
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Faults: Any departure from the foregoing points should be considered a fault and the seriousness
with which the fault should be regarded should be in exact proportion to its degree and its effect
upon the health and welfare of the dog.
Disqualifications
Height at withers over 12 inches or under 7 inches.
Weight less than 2 pounds.
Hanging (completely down) ears.
Overshot, undershot.
Absence of one canine.
Long coat dogs: absence of any fringes on ears and presence of curly hair. (Dogs younger than
18 months may have sparse or few fringes).
Presence of brindle markings.
Approved July 14, 2017
Effective June 27, 2018
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Official Standard of the Shih Tzu
General Appearance: The Shih Tzu is a sturdy, lively, alert toy dog with long flowing double
coat. Befitting his noble Chinese ancestry as a highly valued, prized companion and palace pet,
the Shih Tzu is proud of bearing, has a distinctively arrogant carriage with head well up and tail
curved over the back. Although there has always been considerable size variation, the Shih Tzu
must be compact, solid, carrying good weight and substance.
Even though a toy dog, the Shih Tzu must be subject to the same requirements of soundness and
structure prescribed for all breeds, and any deviation from the ideal described in the standard
should be penalized to the extent of the deviation. Structural faults common to all breeds are as
undesirable in the Shih Tzu as in any other breed, regardless of whether or not such faults are
specifically mentioned in the standard.
Size, Proportion, Substance: Size - Ideally, height at withers is 9 to 10½ inches; but, not less
than 8 inches nor more than 11 inches. Ideally, weight of mature dogs, 9 to 16 pounds.
Proportion - Length between withers and root of tail is slightly longer than height at withers. The
Shih Tzu must never be so high stationed as to appear leggy, nor so low stationed as to appear
dumpy or squatty. Substance - Regardless of size, the Shih Tzu is always compact, solid and
carries good weight and substance.
Head: Head - Round, broad, wide between eyes, its size in balance with the overall size of dog
being neither too large nor too small. Fault: Narrow head, close-set eyes. Expression - Warm,
sweet, wide-eyed, friendly and trusting. An overall well-balanced and pleasant expression
supersedes the importance of individual parts. Care should be taken to look and examine well
beyond the hair to determine if what is seen is the actual head and expression rather than an
image created by grooming technique. Eyes - Large, round, not prominent, placed well apart,
looking straight ahead. Very dark. Lighter on liver pigmented dogs and blue pigmented dogs.
Fault: Small, close-set or light eyes; excessive eye white. Ears - Large, set slightly below crown
of skull; heavily coated. Skull - Domed. Stop - There is a definite stop. Muzzle - Square, short,
unwrinkled, with good cushioning, set no lower than bottom eye rim; never downturned. Ideally,
no longer than 1 inch from tip of nose to stop, although length may vary slightly in relation to
overall size of dog. Front of muzzle should be flat; lower lip and chin not protruding and
definitely never receding. Fault: Snipiness, lack of definite stop. Nose - Nostrils are broad, wide,
and open. Pigmentation - Nose, lips, eye rims are black on all colors, except liver on liver
pigmented dogs and blue on blue pigmented dogs. Fault: Pink on nose, lips, or eye rims. Bite Undershot. Jaw is broad and wide. A missing tooth or slightly misaligned teeth should not be too
severely penalized. Teeth and tongue should not show when mouth is closed. Fault: Overshot
bite.
Neck, Topline, Body: Of utmost importance is an overall well-balanced dog with no
exaggerated features. Neck - Well set-on flowing smoothly into shoulders; of sufficient length to
permit natural high head carriage and in balance with height and length of dog. Topline - Level.
Body - Short-coupled and sturdy with no waist or tuck-up. The Shih Tzu is slightly longer than
tall. Fault - Legginess. Chest - Broad and deep with good spring-of-rib, however, not barrelchested. Depth of ribcage should extend to just below elbow. Distance from elbow to withers is a
little greater than from elbow to ground. Croup - Flat. Tail - Set on high, heavily plumed, carried
in curve well over back. Too loose, too tight, too flat, or too low set a tail is undesirable and
should be penalized to extent of deviation.
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Forequarters: Shoulders - Well-angulated, well laid-back, well laid-in, fitting smoothly into
body. Legs - Straight, well-boned, muscular, set well-apart and under chest, with elbows set
close to body. Pasterns - Strong, perpendicular. Dewclaws - May be removed. Feet - Firm, wellpadded, point straight ahead.
Hindquarters: Angulation of hindquarters should be in balance with forequarters. Legs - Wellboned, muscular, and straight when viewed from rear with well-bent stifles, not close set but in
line with forequarters. Hocks - Well let down, perpendicular. Fault - Hyperextension of hocks.
Dewclaws - May be removed. Feet - Firm, well-padded, point straight ahead.
Coat: Coat - Luxurious, double-coated, dense, long, and flowing. Slight wave permissible. Hair
on top of head is tied up. Fault: Sparse coat, single coat, curly coat. Trimming - Feet, bottom of
coat, and anus may be done for neatness and to facilitate movement. Fault - Excessive trimming.
Color and Markings: All are permissible and to be considered equally.
Gait: The Shih Tzu moves straight and must be shown at its own natural speed, neither raced nor
strung-up, to evaluate its smooth, flowing, effortless movement with good front reach and
equally strong rear drive, level topline, naturally high head carriage, and tail carried in gentle
curve over back.
Temperament: As the sole purpose of the Shih Tzu is that of a companion and house pet, it is
essential that its temperament be outgoing, happy, affectionate, friendly and trusting towards all.
Approved May 9, 1989
Effective June 29, 1989
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Official Standard of the Silky Terrier
General Appearance: The Silky Terrier is a true "toy terrier". He is moderately low set, slightly
longer than tall, of refined bone structure, but of sufficient substance to suggest the ability to
hunt and kill domestic rodents. His coat is silky in texture, parted from the stop to the tail and
presents a well groomed but not sculptured appearance. His inquisitive nature and joy of life
make him an ideal companion.
Size, Proportion, Substance: Size - Shoulder height from 9 to 10 inches. Deviation in either
direction is undesirable. Proportion - The body is about one fifth longer than the dog's height at
the withers. Substance - Lightly built with strong but rather fine bone.
Head: The head is strong, wedge-shaped, and moderately long. Expression piercingly keen, eyes
small, dark, almond shaped with dark rims. Light eyes are a serious fault. Ears are small, Vshaped, set high and carried erect without any tendency to flare obliquely off the skull. Skull flat,
and not too wide between the ears. The skull is slightly longer than the muzzle. Stop shallow.
The nose is black. Teeth strong and well aligned, scissors bite. An undershot or overshot bite is a
serious fault.
Neck, Topline and Body: The neck fits gracefully into sloping shoulders. It is medium long,
fine, and to some degree crested. The topline is level. A topline showing a roach or dip is a
serious fault. Chest medium wide and deep enough to extend down to the elbows. The body is
moderately low set and about one fifth longer than the dog's height at the withers. The body is
measured from the point of the shoulder (or forechest) to the rearmost projection of the upper
thigh (or point of the buttocks). A body which is too short is a fault, as is a body which is too
long. The tail is docked, set high and carried at twelve to two o'clock position.
Forequarters: Well laid back shoulders, together with proper angulation at the upper arm, set
the forelegs nicely under the body. Forelegs are strong, straight and rather fine-boned. Feet
small, catlike, round, compact. Pads are thick and springy while nails are strong and dark
colored. White or flesh-colored nails are a fault. The feet point straight ahead, with no turning in
or out. Dewclaws, if any, are removed.
Hindquarters: Thighs well muscled and strong, but not so developed as to appear heavy. Well
angulated stifles with low hocks which are parallel when viewed from behind. Feet as in front.
Coat: Straight, single, glossy, silky in texture. On matured specimens the coat falls below and
follows the body outline. It should not approach floor length. On the top of the head, the hair is
so profuse as to form a topknot, but long hair on the face and ears is objectionable. The hair is
parted on the head and down over the back to the root of the tail. The tail is well coated but
devoid of plume. Legs should have short hair from the pastern and hock joints to the feet. The
feet should not be obscured by the leg furnishings.
Color: Blue and tan. The blue may be silver blue, pigeon blue or slate blue, the tan deep and
rich. The blue extends from the base of the skull to the tip of the tail, down the forelegs to the
elbows, and half way down the outside of the thighs. On the tail the blue should be very dark.
Tan appears on muzzle and cheeks, around the base of the ears, on the legs and feet and around
the vent. The topknot should be silver or fawn which is lighter than the tan points.
Gait: Should be free, light-footed, lively and straightforward. Hindquarters should have strong
propelling power. Toeing in or out is to be faulted.
Temperament: The keenly alert air of the terrier is characteristic, with shyness or excessive
nervousness to be faulted. The manner is quick, friendly, responsive.
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Approved October 10, 1989
Effective November 30, 1989
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Official Standard of the Toy Fox Terrier
General Appearance: The Toy Fox Terrier is truly a toy and a terrier and both have influenced
his personality and character. As a terrier, the Toy Fox Terrier possesses keen intelligence,
courage, and animation. As a toy his is diminutive, and devoted with an endless abiding love for
his master. The Toy Fox Terrier is a well-balanced Toy dog of athletic appearance displaying
grace and agility in equal measure with strength and stamina. His lithe muscular body has a
smooth elegant outline which conveys the impression of effortless movement and endless
endurance. He is naturally well groomed, proud, animated, and alert. Characteristic traits are his
elegant head, his short glossy and predominantly white coat, coupled with a predominantly solid
head, and his short high-set tail.
Size, Proportion and Substance: Size - 8½ to 11½ inches, 9 to11 preferred, 8½ to 11½
acceptable. Proportion - The Toy Fox Terrier is square in proportion, with height being
approximately equal to length; with height measured from withers to ground and length
measured from point of shoulder to buttocks. Slightly longer in bitches is acceptable. Substance
- Bone must be strong, but not excessive and always in proportion to size. Overall balance is
important. Disqualification - Any dog under 8½ inches and over 11½ inches.
Head: The head is elegant, balanced and expressive with no indication of coarseness.
Expression is intelligent, alert, eager and full of interest. Eyes - clear, bright and dark, including
eye-rims, with the exception of chocolates whose eye-rims should be self-colored. The eyes are
full, round and somewhat prominent, yet never bulging, with a soft intelligent expression. They
are set well apart, not slanted, and fit well together into the sockets. Ears - The ears are erect,
pointed, inverted V-shaped, set high and close together, but never touching. The size is in
proportion to the head and body. Disqualification - Ears not erect on any dog over six months of
age. Skull - is moderate in width, slightly rounded and softly wedge shaped. Medium stop,
somewhat sloping. When viewed from the front, the head widens gradually from the nose to the
base of the ears. The distance from the nose to the stop is equal to the distance from the stop to
the occiput. The cheeks are flat and muscular, with the area below the eyes well filled in. Faults Apple head. Muzzle - Strong rather than fine, in proportion to the head as a whole and parallel to
the top of the skull. Nose - Black only with the exception of self-colored in chocolate dogs.
Disqualification - Dudley nose. Lips - are small and tight fitting. Bite - a full complement of
strong white teeth meeting in a scissors bite is preferred. Loss of teeth should not be faulted as
long as the bite can be determined as correct. Disqualification - Undershot, wry mouth, overshot
more than ⅛ inch.
Neck, Topline and Body: The neck is carried proudly erect, well set on, slightly arched,
gracefully curved, clean, muscular and free from throatiness. It is proportioned to the head and
body and widens gradually blending smoothly into the shoulders. The length of the neck is
approximately the same as that of the head. The topline is level when standing and gaiting. The
body is balanced and tapers slightly from ribs to flank. The chest is deep and muscular with well
sprung ribs. Depth of chest extends to the point of elbow. The back is straight, level, and
muscular. Short and strong in loin with moderate tuck-up to denote grace and elegance. The
croup is level with topline and well-rounded. The tail is set high, held erect and in proportion to
the size of the dog. Docked to the third or fourth joint.
Forequarters: Forequarters are well angulated. The shoulder is firmly set and has adequate
muscle, but is not overdeveloped. The shoulders are sloping and well laid back, blending
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smoothly from neck to back. The forechest is well developed. The elbows are close and
perpendicular to the body. The legs are parallel and straight to the pasterns which are strong and
straight while remaining flexible. Feet are small and oval, pointing forward turning neither in nor
out. Toes are strong, well-arched and closely knit with deep pads.
Hindquarters: Hindquarters are well angulated, strong and muscular. The upper and lower
thighs are strong, well muscled and of good length. The stifles are clearly defined and well
angulated. Hock joints are well let down and firm. The rear pasterns are straight. The legs are
parallel from the rear and turn neither in nor out. Dewclaws should be removed from
hindquarters if present.
Coat: The coat is shiny, satiny, fine in texture and smooth to the touch. It is slightly longer in the
ruff, uniformly covering the body.
Color: Tri-Color: Predominately black head with sharply defined tan markings on cheeks, lips
and eye dots. Body is over fifty-per-cent white, with or without black body spots. White,
Chocolate and Tan: Predominately chocolate head with sharply defined tan markings on cheeks,
lips and eye dots. Body is over fifty-percent white, with or without chocolate body spots. White
and Tan: Predominately tan head. Body is over fifty-percent white with or without tan body
spots. White and Black: Predominately black head. Body is over fifty percent white with or
without black body spots. Color should be rich and clear. Blazes are acceptable, but may not
touch the eyes or ears. Clear white is preferred, but a small amount of ticking is not to be
penalized. Body spots on black headed tri-colors must be black; body spots on chocolate headed
tri-colors must be chocolate; both with or without a slight fringe of tan alongside any body spots
near the chest and under the tail as seen in normal bi-color patterning. Faults - Color, other than
ticking, that extends below the elbow or the hock. Disqualifications - A blaze extending into the
eyes or ears. Any color combination not stated above. Any dog whose head is more than fiftypercent white. Any dog whose body is not more than fifty-percent white. Any dog whose head
and body spots are of different colors.
Gait: Movement is smooth and flowing with good reach and strong drive. The topline should
remain straight and head and tail carriage erect while gaiting. Fault - Hackney gait.
Temperament: The Toy Fox Terrier is intelligent, alert and friendly, and loyal to its owners. He
learns new tasks quickly, is eager to please, and adapts to almost any situation. The Toy Fox
Terrier, like other terriers, is self-possessed, spirited, determined and not easily intimidated. He is
a highly animated toy dog that is comical, entertaining and playful all of his life. Any individuals
lacking good terrier attitude and personality are to be faulted.
Disqualifications: Any dog under 8½ inches or over 11½ inches. Ears not erect on any dog over
six months of age. Dudley nose. Undershot, wry mouth, overshot more than ⅛ inch. A blaze
extending into the eyes or ears. Any color combination not stated above. Any dog whose head is
more than fifty percent white. Any dog whose body is not more than fifty percent white. Any dog
whose head and body spots are of different colors.
Approved: July 8, 2003
Effective: August 27, 2003
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Official Standard of the Yorkshire Terrier
General Appearance: That of a long-haired toy terrier whose blue and tan coat is parted on the
face and from the base of the skull to the end of the tail and hangs evenly and quite straight down
each side of body. The body is neat, compact and well proportioned. The dog's high head
carriage and confident manner should give the appearance of vigor and self-importance.
Head: Small and rather flat on top, the skull not too prominent or round, the muzzle not too long,
with the bite neither undershot nor overshot and teeth sound. Either scissors bite or level bite is
acceptable. The nose is black. Eyes are medium in size and not too prominent; dark in color and
sparkling with a sharp, intelligent expression. Eye rims are dark. Ears are small, V-shaped,
carried erect and set not too far apart.
Body: Well proportioned and very compact. The back is rather short, the backline level, with
height at shoulder the same as at the rump.
Legs and Feet: Forelegs should be straight, elbows neither in nor out. Hind legs straight when
viewed from behind, but stifles are moderately bent when viewed from the sides. Feet are round
with black toenails. Dewclaws, if any, are generally removed from the hind legs. Dewclaws on
the forelegs may be removed.
Tail: Docked to a medium length and carried slightly higher than the level of the back.
Coat: Quality, texture and quantity of coat are of prime importance. Hair is glossy, fine and silky
in texture. Coat on the body is moderately long and perfectly straight (not wavy). It may be
trimmed to floor length to give ease of movement and a neater appearance, if desired. The fall on
the head is long, tied with one bow in center of head or parted in the middle and tied with two
bows. Hair on muzzle is very long. Hair should be trimmed short on tips of ears and may be
trimmed on feet to give them a neat appearance.
Colors: Puppies are born black and tan and are normally darker in body color, showing an
intermingling of black hair in the tan until they are matured. Color of hair on body and richness
of tan on head and legs are of prime importance in adult dogs, to which the following color
requirements apply: Blue - Is a dark steel-blue, not a silver-blue and not mingled with fawn,
bronzy or black hairs. Tan - All tan hair is darker at the roots than in the middle, shading to still
lighter tan at the tips. There should be no sooty or black hair intermingled with any of the tan.
Color on Body: The blue extends over the body from back of neck to root of tail. Hair on tail is
a darker blue, especially at end of tail.
Headfall: A rich golden tan, deeper in color at sides of head, at ear roots and on the muzzle, with
ears a deep rich tan. Tan color should not extend down on back of neck.
Chest and Legs: A bright, rich tan, not extending above the elbow on the forelegs nor above the
stifle on the hind legs.
Weight: Must not exceed seven pounds.
Disqualifications: Any solid color or combination of colors other than blue and tan as described
above. Any white markings other than a small white spot on the forechest that does not exceed 1
inch at its longest dimension.
Approved July 10, 2007
Effective October 1, 2007

53 of 53

