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ATTENTION - PARENT CLUBS
There are two unique ways that Parent
Clubs may get involved in getting
individuals approved for their breed. As
part of the Judging Approval Process,
approved in March 2012, Parent Clubs may
recommend members of their club to be
approved on a permit basis for their
breed. To qualify, the Parent Club must
have been recognized by the AKC for a
minimum of 10 years. Parent Clubs are
permitted to recommend up to three
members per year for consideration by the
Judges Review Committee.
Any member recommended by the Parent
Club must meet the following criteria:
• Applicant must have a minimum of
20 years in the breed with breeding
and/or exhibiting success.
• Applicant must currently be a
member of the Parent Club and
have been a member for a
minimum of 10 years.
• Applicant must be at least 21 years
of age and occupationally eligible.
Those individuals whose recommendations
were approved by the Judges Review
Committee will be notified as well as the
Parent Club. Once the recommendation
has been accepted, the nominee must
complete the remainder of the process
before the Judges Review Committee
makes a final determination whether to
approve the nominee on a permit basis.
• Nominee must take and pass the
Procedural and Anatomy exam.
•

•

Nominee must submit a letter of
synopsis defining their background
and experience in the breed.
• Nominee must pass an interview
with an AKC Executive Field
Representative including a wicket
and/or scales exam if applicable.
• Nominee must submit a nonrefundable $25 processing fee.
Upon successfully completing all criteria,
the Judges Review Committee will
consider the letter of synopsis in
combination with the result of the
interview and determine whether to
approve on permit basis or deny. Once
approved, the new permit judge must
complete a minimum of three assignments
with dogs present and obtain three
reports from AKC Executive Field
Representatives before requesting regular
status. As with those judges who have
gone through the application process,
additional assignments may be required to
obtain the required number of
assignments with sufficient entries to
complete an observation.
Recommendation must be submitted on
the official AKC form Parent Club
Recommendation for Member
This form must be accompanied by a
certified copy of the meeting minutes at
which action was taken by the Parent Club
Board.

INVITATION TO JUDGE SPECIALTIES
Another new and unique aspect of the
policy is that Parent Clubs may request
individuals not approved to judge their
breed to judge their National Specialty or

Parent Club Regional Specialty. Any
eligible individual may be requested. This
includes, but is not limited to, professional
handlers. Approvals are done on a case by
case and event by event basis. The
following applies regarding this request:
• Parent Club must request in writing
to the Judges Review Committee
c/o the AKC Judging Operations
Department any eligible individual
to judge their Parent Club National
or Parent Club Regional Specialty.
 Request must be submitted on
official AKC form.
• Individual requested must meet all
requirements as outlined in the
Judge’s Approval Process.
 Must be 21 years of age or older.
 Must be occupationally eligible
(exception for professional
handlers)
 Should be knowledgeable, with
success in
breeding/exhibiting/handling in
the breed for 15 years or more.
 Judges Review Committee will
review request of the Parent
Club at the next available
monthly meeting.
• Parent Club will be notified by the
Judging Operations Department of
the decision of the Judges Review
Committee.
• Individuals approved by the JRC
will be notified by the Judging
Operations Department and must
fulfill all remaining criteria.
 Take and pass Procedural exam.
 Take and pass Anatomy exam.
 Take a pass applicable scales
and/or wicket exam to be

conducted by an AKC Executive
Field Representative.
 Submit a non-refundable $25
processing fee.
• Upon completion of all
requirements, Parent Club and
individual requested will be
notified. A judges’ number will be
assigned for the approved
individual (if one had not been
assigned previously) and the Events
Department will be notified for
approval upon submission of the
event judging panel.
Approval is for the event requested ONLY.
Individual request must be made for each
event in which one is requested to judge.
A request can only be submitted by the
Parent Club. Request must be submitted
to the Judging Operations Department to
be reviewed by the Judges Review
Committee and must be on the official
AKC Parent Club form Parent Club Request
For National.
All individuals approved for Parent Club
specialties per their request are bound by
the same Rules, Policies and Guidelines as
approved judges in regard to the event in
which they will judge. Approved
individuals should familiarize themselves
with the “Rules, Policies and Guidelines for
Conformation Dog Show Judges” and/or
contact the Judging Operations
Department with any specific questions
regarding exhibiting eligibility.

CONTACT INFORMATION?
If you recently became the new Judges
Education Coordinator for your club,
please contact the Judges
Education
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Department. Send us an email
judgesed@akc.org with the new
information or any updates We will
update our records and send you a Judges
Education Coordinator’s packet. Please
remember there are times when we need
to inform you of important information
concerning your breed, therefore keeping
us updated on your contact information is
very important.

WE NEED HOUND AND HERDING
PRESENTERS
The Judging Operations Department
hosted its Advanced Judging Institute inconjunction with the AKC/Eukanuba
National Championship and the Florida
Classic shows in Orlando, FL December 1114, 2013. For the second consecutive year,
this event was co-hosted by the Dog
Judges Association of America (DJAA).
This past year, individual breed seminars
and hands-on workshops were offered for
each breed in the Working and NonSporting groups. It was the first time that
two complete groups were offered at the
same AKC Advanced Judging Institute.
Considering the tremendous facilities and
availability of presenters and dogs due to
the week’s events, we determined the
ambitious decision to offer two groups
was worthwhile to try.
In the end, the response was tremendous.
A total of 176 judges attended seminars
over the week taking advantage 50 breeds

to choose from. Of course there were
challenges due to the sheer numbers
which we do recognize. However, for the
most part comments from those who
attended were overwhelmingly positive
and loved the two group offering.
We do thank all of our Judges Education
Coordinators and presenters. The success
of this Institute is not feasible without
their efforts and dedication. We also
thank the volunteers from the DJAA who
were responsible for monitoring the
seminar and hands-on rooms: Joe
Purkhiser, Murrel Purkhiser, Sam
McDonald, Nancy Simmons, Ann Bolus,
David Bolus, Francine Schwartz and Bernie
Schwartz.
Therefore for 2014 we are doing it again,
offering two groups once again, Hound
and Herding Groups. It was thrilling to
witness the enthusiasm of everyone. We
are all striving for the same goal - quality
judges and judging at AKC events.

LAST YEAR’S JEC SYMPOSIUM
Another huge success! Our second Judges
Education Symposium was held on
December 13, 2013 in conjunction with the
AKC/DJAA Advanced Judges Institute for
Working & Non-Sporting Breeds in
Orlando, Florida.
The presentation was led by Executive
Field Representative Sue Vroom and Mr.
Sam McDonald, AKC Judge and JEC for the
Irish Setter Club of America.
Topics covered:
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*The role of the JEC and what makes up
an effective Judges Education
Committee
*Developing a strong mentor program
*Designing a good PowerPoint
Presentation
*Organizing and running a Hands-On
Workshop
*Reviewing the AKC forms needed, as
per policy
An informative discussion followed led by
Mrs. Donnelle Richards (Pug Dog Club of
America), Ms. Donna Beckman (Siberian
Husky Club of America) and Ms. Kathi
Brown (Scottish Terrier Club of America).
Some really great questions, experiences
and tips were contributed by the over 50
Judges Education Committee members
that were in attendance.
The next JEC Symposium is tentatively
scheduled for 2015. Many thanks to all
who attended and contributed, we are all
striving to educate and provide the tools
necessary to create the best Dog Show
Judges in the world!
Education is not the filling of a pail, but the
lighting of a fire ~ William Butler Yeats

MENTOR LIST
Reminder, this list is created by the Parent
Club using whatever qualifications your
club deems appropriate. Also, remember
that individuals may also use a mentor that
meets the following qualifications as set
forth by the Judging Operations
Department:
“Individuals with a minimum of 12 years of
experience breeding and exhibiting.

Approved judges with regular status in the
breed for 12 years may also mentor
ringside.”
When was the last time you looked at your
mentor list? Is correct? Is there one for
your club? Take a look at the Judging
Resource Page
If you find that your breed’s mentor list is
not correct, please email any changes to
Katie Rudolph at kxr@akc.org or fax to
919-816-4225. Please send the following
information: Name, City, State, Phone and
Email. This information helps judges to
find mentors in their area. If you have any
questions about mentoring please email or
call and we will be happy to assist you.
By the way do you know where the
Judging Resource Center Page is located?
Go to page 5 and find out.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
FOR PRESENTERS
For breeds with height and/or weigh as a
disqualification or condition of class, we
recommend to include as part of your
seminar presentation information on
proper measuring and/or weighing
procedure.
We have the tools to assist in this area and
will upon request provide articles and/or
information to be added to your power
point presentation. In addition we have
also posted on the Judges Study Guides
page a measuring and weighing tutorial.
Judges Education Coordinators E-News is a publication
of the American Kennel Club,
Judging Operations Department
8051 Arco Corporate Drive, Suite 100
Raleigh, NC 27617
Phone: 919-816-3570 Fax: 919-816-4225
Email: judgesed@akc.org
Ines Maldonado
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Where is the Judging Resource Center Page?
BOOKMARK IT!
http://www.akc.org/dog_shows_trials/conformation/judging_information.cfm

Step 1
From the home screen select the
DOG SHOWS & TRIALS tab.
Step 2
Click on:
Conformation Dog Shows

Step 3
Scroll to bottom, under the
additional resources and select:
Judging Resource Center

Or use the Search Tool Box and type:
Conformation Judging Resource Center-:
RESULTS – make sure to click on the tab that reads:
American Kennel Club –

Judging Resource Center
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